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INTRODUCTION.

During the last few years, your Council has become increasingly
sensitive of the osition of country and overseas members who
are unajle to attend megétinzs and thus take advantage of the
opportunities for free discussion which form, or should form,
the backoone of any literary or technical society.

In introducing the first "News, Notes and Qlieries" your Council
hopes that something will have been achieved in the way of
recompense and that it will help to retain the interest of all
memoers throughout the calender year.

"News, Notes and Queries™ will give a brief resume of the papers
read prior to the circulation of each issue, details of forth-
coming business and meetings, and a correspondence section which
members are invited to use for the exchange of any questions of
research or items of related interest. We invite your particular
attention to the latter.

If a member desires that a reply to a query should be mnade to
him privately, he should mention this fact in his let“er to us
and we shall publish his address. Otherwise replies should be
made through the U ciety for circulation in "News, Notes and
Queries". In an- case, we feel that it would be of general
interest if a member replying privately to another's query would
send us a _.recis of his answer for publication.

We realise that this loosely woven procedure is probably at
variance with accept:d practice in professional journalism, but
it should be emphasised that the venture is not designed as a
magazine sSeeking increased circulation, out as a link restricted
to members of an estadlished society. We also realise that out
'Transactions', which will continue to be printed annually, is
the _roper medium for the furtherance of the scheme outlined,
out a correspondence section in a year.y publication is out of
the question. We should very much like to produce "Transactions!
more frequently and with content additional to the printing of
papers read at the Liverpool meetings, nut we c:nnot at present
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ougget for such expenciture.

. society like our own relies on the fixed sudscription of its

1emders for revenue. The csll for increased revenue is answered o7 a

)y a larger membership. A cynical accompaniment 4o this argua=nt
could be: "That have we to offer new memdersi" Your council
delieves that this vicious circle can be droxen with co-operetion.
The cociety is, at present, in a healthy state financiallv, Hut
the annual revenue orought up to a certain Jevel w@ould enable us
to offer much more. %e in Liverposl are, 0033101y, *to Hlare for
not having atiemptzsd earlier to xnit together the weslih of
individual scholarship and talent which we tnow to exist 250083
all our members, especially when we ponder on the sceond of our
s3tated objects.

“hilst reviewing our efforts, of which "ilews, Xot s za’ “ueries” is
tangisle evidence of our awareness of a dificierncy, we shall also
overhaul our puodlic relations and try to recruit new nemolers,
especially from amonsgst those young people engaged in the ship-
ping industry who might wish to know s»mething of the historv of
the dbusiness which is their livelihood. chip model makers

numdered with our members will be interested to know that applic-
ation is being made for our Jociety to »e affiliated +o the
Association of Chip "lodzl Z-cieties.

laterial for pudlication in "llews, otes and Tueries" sho:ld oe
sent to

JIr, KLeith P, Lewis,

2C, .orecroft Load.l,

nocx Jervy,

Sirkeniead,

Cheshire.

It is impossiole at present to sgive a fixed wveriod setween issues,
Frequency of apvearance will largely depend upon the 3supoort
ziven oy memoers to the venture, but we hope that Y2UR interest
will be such that an issue will 92e circulated at least every

two months.

oerially numbered and cumulatively paged to the extent of a
volume, issues will de cyclostyled¢ on quarto sized paper for
convenience of storing, without folding, on the average sized
Jookshelf.

2o much for the outline plan. Ve trust that we anay count on
your assistance for ultim:zte success, both in the raising of
points of interest for puolication and the following of lines
of research towars true conclusions

p.t.0.

!

o



NMEETINGS.

At the last meeting held aboard 'Landfall' on Zec. 6th !r,
E.G.Nickson read a paper on ‘%William Hutchison. 'fuch carefy]
research had gone towards the piece-by-piece reconstruction
of the life of one whcse influence was indelioly marked, not
only on the history of the port of Liverpool, dut also in tje
wider sphere of maritime text. lr. Nickson gave extracts fro,
the writings of Hutchison and his paper as a whole presented
a graphic picture of 18th century lMerseyside. A vote of than
propsed wy Mr. Fletcher and seconded by 'r. Lewis concluded g
mo3t enjoyadle evening. It is perhaps not out of the way to
mention that high water coincided with the period of our neet.
ing and that the maritime atmosphere was sustained by the
gentle heaving of 'Landfall' at her moorings as the flood tide
surgec¢ through the open gates to disturd the uoually placid
waters of Cannlnh Dock!

Bad weather ashore was doubtless the reason for a meagre
attendance. Though every effort is made to reprint the full
text of papers in 'Transactions', we cannot reproduce the
questions and sicussions which divide the end of each paper
and the proposal of a vote of thanks. It is a sine qua non tha
an informative paper kindles interest, whets the appetite for
more and calls to mind personal experience or particular lore.
BEver:one present on Dec. 6th found occasion to address the che
on some point arising from Mr. Nickson's paper. This is as it
should oe and we make no apology for suggesting that the more
we foregather, the greater the pooling of available knowledge.

NEXT M:ETING.
FRIDAY, 12th JANUARY, 1951, at 7.15 p.m. on %oard 'Landfall’.

The Central Office »f Information will show a programme of
films of maitime interest.
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MEETINGS

As Honorary Secretary, Mr. Alex. . Fletcher has had {o
make even more strenuous efforts than usual this session to
orepare a syllabus. Most of the papers delivered so far have been
the worlkt of non-members, and whilst we value most highly these
contributions, vacant datcs causc us 4o rcgret that we do not hear
morc from within our own ronks. The discussions which have
followed popers indicatce clcarly that mcembers are not aversc to
volcing informed opinion on the subjcet of the evening. Pcrheps
shyncss or modesty »nrcvent many from offering us individually the
rcsult of rcscarch or cxpericnce. The remedy for the former is
primorily o personcl responsibility, dbut a friendly and informal

~imesphere is always present ©- help alleviate "stnge-frlgh*"
Unnssuming modcsty is o chorming ¢uality sometimes, but rather
unhelpful in 2 community devoted (- the free exchange of
knowledge.

Scme members may-feel thel the presentation of facls in
the form ~7 o paper is o task beyond naturel aptitude,
particularly in view of the subscquent claims of "Transacti-ns”.
Tnturally, we 1like to have » pcrincnent rceord of ouch meeting,
~nd, with 2 member's permissisn, the Bditcrs will arronge for
publication ncics which have formed fthe basis of e paper read
beforc the Sceiciy.

On January 12th, Mec. Ilcicher seccured f£-r us the
scrvices of o Central 0fficc of Informaticn film unit The films
shown dealt with rcspeetively the Donny-Brﬂun stabiliscr,

Admire lty survcy, m2dcecrn dcop-scd diving and the dovclopmenu of
rader in the Merchant Wavy. Unhoppily, the inluenza epidemic
caused o record 177 atfcndance, ond she mceting was closed ot the
cnd 2f fthe £ilm perfermance without the usual discussion.

The Denny-Brown stabiliecr 7as demonstrated as fitted
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%0 the Southampton-Havre steamer "Falaise". The principle has
since been applied to the new P, & O. Liner "Chusan".

Deep-sea diving, except by pearl fishers, is associated
with cumbersome dress, flexible pipes and restricted movement.
The film showed us how it can now be done "off the leash", the
diver wcaring & minimum of dress, a mask and portable air-supply.
Some exccllent underwater shots were given of the Liverpool liner
"Breconshire", lying bencath the lediterrancan where German beombs
sent her in 1942 as shc cndeavcurcd to carry stores to Malta. The
film cnded with the hope that thce "Breconshire" might onc dey seil
again. TLast autumn, the ship was roised but immediately sold for
scrapping in Italy. The "Brceonshire" was built in 1939 at Hong
XKong for the Glen Line, a twin-screw version of the 10,000-ton
motcrships which, single-screw, have been built since the war in
such largec numbcrs fcr Alfrcd Holt and Company of whom the Glen
Linec is o subsidiary.

The development of rader provided us with some local
secenes. The Capiain »f the "lenchesicr City", which figured in
the film, closced the stcry with an culogy »f his own ship's
installation and the concluding scntiment thaé he would be "lost
without it". DPcrhaps he was thinking of the cccasion a few years
agd when his ship ran ashorce and was ncarly lost. This, we
beclieve, was prior o the fitment of radar. We wished that better
weather and clecen bills of health had permitied ovr master meriner
mecmbership to have attended the mceting and given their vievs cn 2
number cf points orising from this perticuler film.

Detoils »Ff cur next mecting on Fridey, February 9th, arc
given in the Honorary Sceretary's circular acceccompanying this issuo
cf "News, Notcs and Quecrics”.

THE PREVIOUS ISSUE

Duc tr o misundecrstanding, the first issue of "Wews,
Notes and Guceries" was produced on unpcged feolscap paper,
contrary to the promises mode in the opening text. The currcnt
issue has in consequence becn numbered 1-4, is dated January-
Fcbruary and commences thc pagc numb caring serial. This is the
first > contain contributions and we would ask those members who
may wish 0 kecp their copics frr consccutive rcference to rcgard
this as the first issuc.
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OF GENERAL INTEREST
FARBWELL TO 4N OLD LIGHT-VESSIHL

, Sometime between 1822 and 1832 a new channel broke
through into the main channel across the Illersey estuary and for
many years was named -the "New Channel"., In 1833, owing to the
local concern and doubts recspecting the actual state of the
navigation into Liverpool, Licutcnant H.ll. Denham, R.N,, on
Admiralty orders, camc to survey the channels. In 1834, as a
result of his initial survey, thc Zormby southeast 1andmark was
lighted (became a llghthouscs and the first Formby light-vessel
wag guationcd. This light-vesscl and the Formby lighthouse in
onc indicated the "New Channcl".

On May 6th, 1840, thc first Crosby light-vessel was
placed in position and this station was maintained for
practica 11y 110 ycars. Thec first light-vcsscl was succeeded in
1866 by the "Comet", built by Potter ond Comnany of Liverpool,
-and on spril 27th, 1950, this crafti was rcplaced by an unmonned
boat-bcacon, paintcd with red and whitc vertical siripes and
having the word CROSBY displayed in whitc on cach side of fthe
hull. This beacon exhibits a whitc occulting light 37 feet above
vater-level, visible 10 miles in clcar weather, and has an
sutomatic fog-bell.

The dangcr to the crew of a light-vessel stationed in a
channel, particularly in a comparatively narrow channcl, is by no
means ncgllglblc. The Crosby light-vessel just rcplaccd was on
threc occasions ot least sunk whilst on station. On another, she
broke from her moorings and drifted over the training-wall
towvards Crosby shore, but was brought under confrol by letting go

her cmcrgency anchors.

In dugust 1950, . the "Comet" was sold and towed %o
Iforecambe Bay. The llght-vosocl at the Bar is the only one left
in fthe appreceches tc the Merscey.

J.SDR.
THB GOOD OLD DiLYS ¢

The following extract from Volume V cf the "wWaval
Chronicle" is dated at Portsmouth, Jpril, 1801, and is of current
intercst in viow of thc proposed revised prc-~anre to cover Naval
courts martial.

"L Court Martial was held on board His Mejesty's
Ship 'Gladiator', in this harbour, on John XKing, (2nd) John
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Betham, John Forest, William Byrne, ..M. Scolt, Henry Blake, John
rarish and John Marsh, belonging to the '.active!, frigatie, for
writing anonymous letters, endeavouring to make muiinous
assemblies, and for uttering seditious and mutinous words.

"Evidence having been examined on the part of the
prosecution, and the orisoners heard in their defence, the Court,
after a2 mature and dcliberate considcration, passcd the following
scnfence: Xing o recclve 500 lashes; Betham and rorest, 300
cach; and Byrnc, 50, from ship to ship; Scott and iarish, threc
dozen cach, on board their ship. Marsh was acquitted.”

JHSI
4N OLD FRIEBND

Membcrs who follow the fortuncs of emigre Mersey ferry-
stecamers will heve nofted that the Cork Harbour Board has accopted
2 %endcer by Messrs, Cammell Laird and Ccmpany, Léd., of Birken-
hcad, for the supply of two new boilers for the tender "Blarney".
(thc latter being the sort of tender which floats) The "Blarncy"
w2s built by Messrs. R. Stcphcnson and Company, Ltd., Newcastle-
m-Tync, in 1906, for the Wallasey Local Bcard -f Health, as the
ferry-stcamcr "Iris". She was towed to Liverpool after launching
t7 be cengined by Messrs. David Rollo and Scn. Her exploits and
thosc of her sistcr "Daffcdil" at Zcebrugge in 1918 arc wcll-
known. wfter the First World War, as the "Royal Iris", she was
principally cmployed as a cruising-stecamcr on the Mcrscy until
1931 wihen shc was scld 40 Messrs. S.R. and F. Palmer of Dublin as
a tender and local cxcursion-stcamer, rctaining hcr namc. In 1939
shc w7as transferrc? to Cork and in 1947 scld to thc Cork Harbour
Bocrd who rcnamcd her "Blarney". The name "Royal Iris" was there-
uron besto~ved on the ferry-stcamcr "Royal Iris II" wshich had been
built to replacc the old vessel in 1932. The second "Royal Iris"
hos sinece becn rcnamed "St. Hilary" to vacatc thc name "Royal Iris”
f-r thce now diescl-cleciric forry now fitiing-out at Dumbarton for
the Wallasey Corporation. Thrce vessels now efloat have thercforc
carric@ the namc within the last four ycars.

QUBRY X.P.L.
THE "DUMB.RTON YOUTH"

Can anyone give the datc of build, gross tonnage,
dimensions and disposal, ctc., of the pionccr Bluc Funnel steamer
"Dumbarton Youth"? :

Guy R. Sloman
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MBETINGS

On rriday, February 16th, llembers were pleased to
welcome Captain H.F. Pettit, Cargo Superintendent of Messrs.
Houlder Brothers and Company, Limited, who rcad a papcr on the
South American meat trade. There.is no need to comment on the
rclation betw - n this side of our commercial history and the
cffeet of statc-trading on our appetitces, and Captain Pettit began
with an apology for his having no illustrative samplcs ! Our
gucst had arranscd his talk to cover in %urn the history of the
trade, the slaughtcring of cattle and processing at the
‘frigerificos, -¢:ipment, and dclivery to the local butcher, =
scquence which we hopc may show signs of being resumcd by the timc
this lcaflct is in circulation. ’

Members will have seen press reports of Ceptain Pottitrs
paper which will be printed in our "Transactions" to cover the
current scssion.

dmongst the many cutstanding facts given tc us by
Coptain Pettit, we vore impressed by his drawing cur sattention to
the enterprisc of Hur fellow-countrymen of o bycgone day who
cneouraged the trade, both in the cxport of pedigrcee stock for
breceding in Scuth Amcrica and the provision of high-cleass
refrigerated tonnage to carry the frozen or chilled carcases.
Captain Pettit dcscribed these lotter categorics and the
~dvantoges of chilled against frozen meat, cmphasising the
ncecsaity of cven temperature aboord ship ond rapid trensit. He
quoted many figures, somc of which, unhappily, arc at present
inapplicablc, ~1lthough 60 per cent of the world's refrigeratcd
‘onnage is British. It was disccuraging to lcarn that one of the
ships of Coptoin Pcttit!s company spent nine months recently in a
Scuth amcrican port awaiting in vain o favourable outcome of
British-argentine tirade discussions. Perhaps the most staggering
figurc of all was Captain Petiit's avowsl that the rural
Peteogonlan ineludes frur pounds of meat per day in his normal dict.
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At the rcit meeting on Friday, March 9%h, Captain i,
urierecon, Dockmaster at Gladstone Dock, Liverpool, will read g
woper on "Tugs and Towing". Captain Henderson has sailed as Chig
Tficer on the "Queen PBlizabeth" and in command of other Cunard
L.ne steamers. Yciir Council would express the wish that as meny
o rbers as pessible will be aboard the "Landfall'™ at 7.30 peme fo
smmport o gucst who is an acknowledged authority on his subject.

4

ololine

MESS ANITA LEA

It was with regret that your Council learned of the
illncss of Miss Anita Lea, and her desire to relinguish member-
saip through incbility to support the Society as she has done so
£-ithfully in past ycars. Members will, we feel surc, join us in
ovr good wishes fcor liss Lea's speedy recovery, and approve the
C.uncil's uncnimous resclution to invite Miss Lea to asccept
kincrary membershir. Mony of us remember Miss Leal's contributions
tr lccal journals, n.tably the delightful verses from her pen
vii.ieh appcarcd in "lierscy", the megazine of the Mersey Docks and
d.rbour Beord Staffge' Guild. 1

MISS B.B. S.4XTON

Miss Saxton 7ill be no strangcr to those of our Members
w5 hnve studrcd in or had occasion to correspond with the Picton
Refercence Library. We understand that Miss Saxton is socn to
rctirce from her post as Librarian to the Locel History section
wicre she has been the best of fricends and a tireless kelper to
2il eomers. Onec of scur Members, Miss Sexion read the first paper
i our cuvrrent sessiocn last QOctober, her subject being "Librarics
né Research". lombors will join us. in an expression of thanks 0
M’ 3s Saxton for her professional scrvicos and best wishes for e
long and happy retircment. C R

I

T: B "LILL. DT

The sail-iraining schooner "Lilla Dan™ was launched from
Moegrs. J. Ring dndargens!' yard .at Svenbcrg, Donmark, on Deccember
20*h 1as8t for Mr. J. Louritzen (D/S Vesterhavet). Miss Lise
Lauritzen christerc! +he new vessecl with a bottle of water from
the River Ribe. Tlhe Liverpccl Neutical Rescarch Society has becn
heppy t0 nurb-r ir. J. TLouritzen amongst its *cmbers focr scme
yorrg. Whilst indivifuaily we might have ocur own ideas on the
varac of sail-%rcining for the modern potential seafarer, ns
rcscarch-vorkers we must all fcel a degrec of interest at wmr.



NBIS, NOTES AND QUERIES 7

Lauritzen's practical regard for the past, The "Lilla Dan" will
spread 274 metres of canvas and her auxiliary diesel-engine is
designed to give her a speed of seven and a half knots under "bare
poles", The Lauritzen steamers are frequent visitors to the
llersey and we should bec plcased to welcome the "Lilla Dan" if she
¢ver sails in this direction. We arc not aware of The dimenslons
of the "Lilla Dan", but we nresume that as she has bcen bullt as o
complemeni %0 the company's apprentices' trailning-school ncar
_Svendborg, her sizc will not be great and her operatlons mainly
local in charactcr.

OF GENZIRAL INTEREST
THE COASTING-STEAMER "ELEBTH"

On Tcbruary 2nd last, tho old Liverpool coasting-steamcr
"Reth" foundored widh the loss of two lives off thc east coast of
Northern Ircland whilst on a voyage from Birkenhead to Dundalk,
She was buil$ 60 ycars agn by licssrs. R. Williamson and Son at
Torkington as the "Black Rock", and was o conventional threec-
mastcd coasting-steomer with well deck and machinery aft. Her
first coners werc licssrs. Alfred Rowleond and Company of Watcr
street, Liverpool, who werc the mandgers of o small fleet cf
ccasting-stcemers, most of which were named aftcr rocks beginning
7ith the letfcr "B".-

On April 13th, 1894, she was berthed alongsidc the cast
quay of Prince's Dock vhen Tirc broke out in the adjacent ware-
h'uses. The flamcs quickly sprezd snd scon engulfed the "Rlack
Roek" which 7as completcly guttcd although she romained aflcet.

Aftcr being refittoed, she avoided scrisus trouble until
dugust 12%h, 1913, whon shc frundered after a collision with the
collier "Balneil II" noar thc Bar Lightship in Ghe Mersey
cstuary., Tvn lives were lost in the accident and at the
subscquent enguiry the mester of the "Black Rock"™ was found
entirely to blamec.

She was salved and oncc again refitied but in March,
1915, stranded badly 2nd noarly become a total loss. Howcever,
she was cventually refloated and scld o lossrs. W, Thomas and
Sons ¢f dmlwch, North Walcs, who rcnamcd her "Bleth".

During %ho lato war shc was acgquired by the Ministry of
Transport ond beeamc the "Bmpire Lethe" but reverted to her
previcus name in 1946 and vas ~rned until her loss by Messrs.
7. Thomas and Company of Tcer Building, Liverpocl.
Guy R. Sloman
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AN OLD FRIEND

There is one very slight error on psee 4 of "News, Notes
and Jueries", Number 1-2. The ferry-steamer "Iris" of 1906 was
built for the Wallasey Urban District Council which had succeeded
the Wallasey Local Board of Health in 1894, A4 Charter of
Incorporaiion followed in 1910. (Videlicet "The Rise and Progress
cr allasey", 1929, page 99.)

. Cuthbert Woods
THE GOOD OLD DAYS

Dr. John Masefield, in his book "Sca Life in Nelson's
Time", refers to punishments for mutiny on page 211, and referring
©0 the morc scverc flogging on page 165: '"Thosec who lived through
ihc flogzing were washed with brinc curecd and sent back to duty.
But the punishment was so terrible that very few lived through it
2ll." On page 166: "It was said thaot thosc who were flogged
through the fleet werc offeored the altcrnative cf the gallows.”

E. Cuthbert Woods
QUERY

HeMeS. "HAVANNAH"

The last wccden sailing wership built in Liverpool, shc
7as laid dewn in the yard of Mr. John ("Prigete") Wilson &b
Cocrnhill in March, 1808, and launched cn March 26th, 1811. Her
subsccuent history is ~f intcrcst as, after the Napiyleonic wars,
she scrved during thc middle ¢f the century on the 2acific staticn
o21d ultimatcly beeame o school-ship for destitutc boys at Cardifif
“fere she remaincd until sold in 1904 %o be broken up. Although
t:c builder is stated tc be 2r, Wilscn, as above, 2acther scurcc
2 informe%i~n gives her dbullders 2os Messrs. Hassa~ and Company of
Corrnhill, dates as above. “hat was the connection detween Mr.
1leon ond lMessrs. Hossal and Company ? Did the laster company
succecd lrs wilson whilst the frigatc was bdbuilding ¢

John Smart

ANSVER

THR "DUMBARTON YOUTH"

The ircn screw-steamer "Dumbarton Youth" wee built by
licssrs. Denny of Dumbarton in 1847 and had a gross tornage cf 238,
Ecr dimensicns werc: 1length, 126 feet, beam 21 feet 17 inches ani
depth 12 fect. Her cngines developed o horse pover of 44, She
was acquircd by IMr. Adlfred Holt in 1854 from lr. Horsfall of
Livecrpccol.
Join S. Reecs
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_ The 1950/51 Winter Session ended on Friday, March 9th,
yhen iembers welcomed Captain Alan Henderson of the Harbour
Master's Department of the Mersey Docks and Jarbour Board, who
read a paper on "Tugs and Towing'". Captain Henderson gave an
outline of the evolution of powecr-towing, from Jonathan Hulls!
craft and the "Charlotte Dundas" to the development of the
‘familiar Mersey tug. The technicalities of the subject were
attractively explaoined and each Member of the audience was given
very visible evidence of Coptain Henderson's desire to pleasc in
¢Vhe shape of & get of cyclostyled diagrams to illustrate noints

~in his paper.

1

The cvening was a happy blend of the not-too-technical
and the historic. We lcarned, for instancc, that balance and the
longifudinal centrc of gravity can bec morc decisive than power in
assessing the porformance of a tug, and were given fto undersdand
why. We lecarnecd also that the first Liverpool<built ships g
serve ag tugs were the "Hero" and the "Druid" and that in 1836, an
associntion of Livecrpool mcrchants (2s always, the »rogenitors of
useful works) formed the Liverpool Stcem Tug Company, the price of
& tow boing between 23 and 24 to the Rock Light, 211/12 to the
.Northwest Lightgvessel and 231 to the Skorries. Such tows as the
.lost-mentioned woro common in the heyday of the sailing=-ship, but
‘even the modern Mcrsey tug is somothing of o compromise design
based on the joint rcquiroments of harbour and estuarine duties.,
0f other points of dcsign, Captain Hendorson told us that the
average Mersey tug his a long%h of cbout 95 feet, a2 hull of full
cntrance taporing aft, and is single-scrow, Judgoment as to the
respeetive desirability of a throc cor four bladed propellor is
divided but, as Captain Hendcrson concluded, tho issue is one, as

.0lways, of expcrience,

At question-time, Captain Henderson proved himself to be
~not only an export at the vresentation of an ordered paper, buf as
‘an entertaining ox toemporc spcaker in the course of his explana-

tions of the many points roised by an audiencoe whose interest he
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had gained, Tochnicnl, historical and even legal questions welt
7ircd 2t him, an? we 21l felt the final vote of thanks nassed i
Contnin Henderson to have been well-carned,

Mo furthcr mcetings arc planned for the Society aboar
the "Landfall" until the autumn, and iambers will be advised of
any outside arrangcements made for the Summer months.

THR 4SSOCIATION OF SHIP MODEL SOCIETIES

48 stated in the January "News, Hotes and Queries", i
Socicty is %< become a ijember Socicty of the issociation of Shij
lodel Societies. Your Ccuncil has received a copy of the firsy
i1ssue ~f thc .issociation's quarterly journal "The Compleet
Liodellist" (sie) which contains, intecr alia, an introductiont?
the venture by Licut.-Colonel Howard I. Chapelle, U, Se.eRe, 8062
article "Simple Sail-moking to Quartcr Inch Scalc.” AppliCS?ﬂm
for the 1oansof the journal should® be made to the Hone Secrcidly
of our own Srcicty, but your Council intend that sufficient copies
shcll be purchasoc?  in future Tor circulation to and retention b7
intercsted licmbers. To this end, the Hon. Secretary would be
Obliged for thc names of llembers who are intercested in ship-
modelling, and varticularly thcir feelings on o "club" entry ab
the annual "Lodel Engincer" RBrhibition in Westminster, ;iost
modcl-makers will be avare alrecady nf this class of competitive
entry, but it should be clcoarly understood that the entry of 8
model in this fashion in no way vrejudices any personal
recergnition. Iodels adjudicated suitable arc given individual
awerds and total "club" merit asscssed accordingly.

- LIVERPOOL PILOT-SCHOONBR MODEL

Through thec gencrosity of Mr. J. Bethell of loreton,
Wirral, the Socicty will become the possesscr of a modcl Liverpodl
pilot-schooner. Kr. Bethell is at work on this project and hopes
that the model will bc ready for "introduction" next session.

m. B [ T-7. BJ.:\.THE

We were pleaged tc hear Prom Mr. B. We. Bathe, late of
Southport andl a formecr Couneil Member. Now resident in Pinner,
Mlddlesex, Mr. Bathc has taken an appcintment in the Sailing Ship
section 2f the Science luseum, South Zcnsington, and wculd be
plcascd t0 seo aAny linmhers of the Snnisty viaiting the Museoum.
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Meyv we cgaln remind Ifembers that the peges of "News,
Jotes and Queries" are available for the raising of noints of
interest and ihe circulation of vroblems. We thank those Lembers
7ho are contri®uting and %rust that others will find it convenient
io follow their example.

0P GENERAL INTEREST
SHIPOWNLRS OF THE PAST

In 1890 there were in Liverpool apsroximately 300 ship-
owning companiecs. By the outbreak of the First World Var, this
figurc had been reluced to 1ittle morc than 100 whilsgt to-day 1?
is less than 40. The rcasons for this declinc ere many and varied
but whilst the waicrity of the commanies —ho have gone out of the
owning busincgs during the 1last 6¢ years have becen forgotten by
ell but the historizn, a not inconsiderable number of them are
still weli-known iz other sphercs of the shipping industry.

A glancc at the list of occupants of Cunard Building
will, for ingtance, call Yo mind scveral house flags ond funnel
colours no lornger to be seen on the high scas. Foremost amongst
them is the 120 ycars-0ld firm of Thomas Royden and Sons, ship-
builders until 1693 and shivnowncrs until 1933. almost as well-
known is the ¢1ld csiablished firm of Edward Betes end Sons,
shipowners f:1 2lmost a century until they disnosed of their fleet
t0 Brocklebanks' =n 1916. John Glynn end Son, Limited, are still
in business althsugh their flect was incorporated into that of
}aedndreors' socn after the First Wworld War. Another office is
sccupied by Frederick Leyland and Comwany, Timited, whose ships
7ere so familiar in the Mevsey from 1870 until 1934; they are
now conneceted witl: the Bluc Star Tine. Charles G. Dunn and
Company, Limitcd, once owncé o finc fleet of sgiling-vessels and,
until quitc rccently, stoecmers registered under the name of Ehe
Globe Shipping Company, all of which werc named after "Halls".
(not t~ be confuscl with the Ellermen "hLalls".) Cunerd Building
is also the home > w0 0ld sailing-ship cwners, both of whom
disnosed of thcir last vessels heforc the turn of the century.
They arc G.H. Flotcher and Company, Tidmited, (who also owned &
golitary stcoamcr) cnd Duncan, rcx and Company, Limited, nov
merchants and ctevclores. :

In Votor Street awrc fac ~Ifices of Gracic, Beazley end
Company &nd Jomes Dowic and Ocmeony, both of whom now play &

promincnt part lii “he pertis augliciusian trade but who were
formerly soiling-ship owners. In lariins Bank Building is still

%0 be found the vurey 0ld firm or Sandhbuch, Tinne end Company, now
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merchanis but who in the past were famous as seiling-shlp owners
in the coolie trade. The name 0f R. Singlehurst and Company,
Limited, is s$ill well-known in 0ld Hall Street though it is 50
vears since they disposed of their Red Cross Line to 300ths's In
Castle Street, better-known for its banks than for i¥s shinping
interests, are to be found the offices of Greenshields, Cowle and
Company who sold their Znight Line to Alfred Holt and Company in
1917, and of Rathbone Brothers and Company whose namc has bccp a
household word in Liverpool for generations. They have not decn
shipowners since 1889 when they disposcd of their Star Navigalion
Company %o Te. & J, Harrison. Stanley Strcet is thc home of Jemes
Chambers and Company who sold their Lancashire Shipping Company,
Limited, as reccntly as 1944 but who are still active in the.
shipping business.

This 1list is by no means exhaustive, but it docs give
some indication of the number of firms who, though their last ship
has gone, continue %tc play a part in the tradc of the port. It is
perhaps not beyond the bounds of possibility that one or wio of
them may in the future become shipowners again (Charles G. Dunn
and Company built the "Haughton Hell" in 1937 after a pericd of
inactivity in this field) but in view of the extremely high prices
and long delivery dates prevailing in the shipbuilding industry
to-day, such a happening is very unlikely,

Guy R. Slomén
THE COASTING-STRAMER "ELETH"

‘ On nage 7 of the last issue of "News, Notes and Jueries"
it was stated that the coasting-steamer "Eleth" had fcundcred
with the loss of two lives. Unhappilly the loss of 1life was much
‘heavier. The statement was the rcsult of & typing error during
the cutting of the stencil and is not attributable to the con-
tridutor, lMr. Slomen.

TUG SALBS AND ANOTHER OLD FRIEND

Early in April, the Leith Salvage and Towage Company
were shated to have disposed of their most powerful dock tug "B,
Yigholson" and the salvage tug "Storeton". The latter is a
former Birkenhead ferry-steamer built at Ayr in 1910 by the Allse
Shipbtiilding Company, Limited. Twin-screw and of 342 tons gross,
she was principally cmployed on the Birkenhead Corporation's
forry-scrvices between Liverpool, Rock Ferry and New Ferry. She
»licd to Rock FPerry only from 1922 when New Ferry pler was scvered
by a wayward vessel until June 30th, 1939, when the secrvice to
Rock Ferry was abandoned. She was bought by the Leith Salvage and
towage Company in the following ycar and if is undcrstood that the
Cork Harbour Boord hove now bought hor,

Xeith p, Leowis
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SUBRIES
TEd TRIATIC STAY

At a recent meeting of the,Society, & lember asied %1e
true meaning of the term "triatic stay". Several other lembers
present gave descrintions of the feature which ansroximated to
thet of a correspondent to the January, 1947, issue of "The
rariner's Mirror":

"I remember that in the ;lerchant Service when
steamships carried masts and yards (and even after the yards had
disappeared) a connecting stay ran horizontally between the fore-.
mein- and mizzen-mastheads, passing directly over {hec bridze in
the fore-and-aft line. This we alwave called a triatic stay.

From it depended the signal halliards :o>ve through blocks thereon,
immediately over and down to the bridsc from where all {the flag
signalling was done. There may have Tcen obther uses for this
stay, but I cannot remember them now, '

"7ith the building of Zcnger shipns carrying only
one or two widely separated masts, thigs stay disappeared
altogether. A smell signal yard on the foremast was latcr intro-
duced for signal purposes, and even novadays therc are many cargo
shins that have a horizontal stay riggcd between the mast and
funnel %o carry the signal halliards.”

On a noint of elymology, no one has yei cxplained the
derivation of the word "triatic" which would, at first sight,
indicate an original significance of a triple feature. Ue should
be interested to learn the opinions of a wider circle of Iiembers.

THE EAST-INDIAMAN "MERSEY"

In R. Stewart-Brown's "Liverpool Shins in the Rigl*eentlr
Contury", facing page 38, a picture by Francis Holman, with the
cdption "The 'Mersey', Iiverpool Bast-Indiaman, in the Thames,
1776." asyecars. Can any Member say when she was built, by whom
and what were her dimensions °?
B. Cuthbert oods
LAMPORT AND HOLT IL.AG USLGE

7hat is the reason for the flying of whal appears to be
the Liverpool Corporation flag a%t the 'ackstaff of Lamport and
Holt vessels ?
Xeith P. TLewis
THE FERRY-STSAMER "FIREFLY"

The iron serew-steamer "Firefly" was built in 1887 by
J. Waddington and Company of Seacombe Lor (r. s 2. vacfie's



NBEWS, TOTBS AND (UIRIps

ferrv-se. o .tween T.iverpool (George's Landing-stgge) and Yew
FPerry Dier, vu.shire., On Yovember lst of the‘year of her builg,
the lersey was visited by the severest gale within 1living memory
when the reformeiory-ship ".ikbar" dragged her moorings until only
s small gap separated her from the school-ship "Corway".. The two
wallowing wooden walls were shortly after joined by a third, one
of the gunpowder flats which had broken from her anchorage near
Jastham and was heading for what spacc lay beiwecen the two
treining-shiss. Had the small explosives-laden flat been crushed
between the "akbar" and "Comway", dirc conscquences might have
cnsucd, dut the "Fircfly" managcd to get a linc aboard the flai
and tow her clcar.

In 1897 the "Fircfly" was purchascd by thec Corporation
of Birkenhecad with Lir. Macefic's New Ferry Hicr and scrvice, and
on Junc 30%th, 1899, with other Cornoration stcamcrs on the
scrvice, began meking calls at the newly opencd picr at Rock
Ferry.

In thc early morning of July 26th, 1899, firc was
discovcrcd aboard the licrscy reformatory-ship "Clarencc" off wew
Ferry, and "Pircfly" was again to thc rescuec. JShe took off 235
boys, the Captain-Superintcndend, Captain Yonge and 'rs. Yonge,
‘heir two children, most of the staff not engaged in fighting the
firc, and Zishoy dllen.,

«bout the year 1906, Dirkcnhead Corporation sold the
"PFirefly", I understand, to South Admcricsn owners. Can any
liembecr give heor svbsequent history and disposal ¢

A Zeith P. Lewis

ANSWER-
HoM.S. "HAVANN.E"

Mr, John Smart docs not say thc sources of his infor-
mation rcgarding thc bullders of H.M,S. "Havannah", but that John
Wilson built her he possibly found in lr. Stewart-Brown's "Liver-
£001 Ships in tho Bightoenth Century", page 109. For a vessel 10

ekc threc ycars to dbulld was not uncommon. .Lococording to my
information, John Wilson commenced building in 1807. The
"Havennah" was the fourth vessel he built, the three nHrevious oncé
becing lcss than 100 tons eachs I have what I belicve is a oome
“pletc 1list of Liverpool shipbuilders, but it doecs not contain ihe
name of Hessal and Company, nor is such a concern shown in thc
1811 Livecrpool Dircctory.
John S. Recd
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APOLOGY

An apology 1s due to l'embers for the delayed appearance
of this Mumber 4 of "Vews, Wotes and .ueries". The Editor's task
is a pleasani one, brinﬁing him into touch with !embers, the typing
not unduly onerous but the rolling-off of the resultant stencils a
Job best approached with an open mind. Issues Yumbers 1-4 and 2
exhaugted the first supply of paper and a fresh packel was
purchased for “Tumber 3., Of a lighter weight, a not inconsiderable
quantity had already been mangled to inky pulp before i¢ dawned
upon your Editor that the much-resnected brand of rotary duplicator
was experiencing acube indigestion resuliing from an unsuitable
diet, and an exvensive one at that. Hapnpily, the retiring Honorary
Secretary ceme to the rescue and arrangedé for the issuec to be
produced on a flat duplicator, a monotonous business, as most of
our !'embers will realisec. Soon afier this ecmbarrassing episode,
the scrvices of the rotary duplicator were lost to the Editor and
production camc to an abrupi stop for the remainder of the summer.

Fortunately, the founi of contributions did nou, and
i'embers will be grateful to *r. Rees for his notes on the Iiverpool
ship "2uckingham" and carly steamshins and %o *r. Pcacock for his
extensive local cncuiries into thec origin of a certain Lamport and
*olt flag usage, the subject of a query in the last issue.

HE SOCIRTY

As Ijembers will see from the letter covering this issue,
the Sociecty will continuc to attcmpt to continuc the funoctions sct
out in its Constitution which, it necd hardly be remarked, rcmains
unchanged. Mr. "cith Lewis and Mr. I'ichaecl Smye have promisecd
papers for fuiurc mectings and ‘cmbers will be advised by circular
of the dates and location as thesc paperssarc arranged.
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TRAVSACTIONS

A copy of the currcnt "Transactions” is Dbeing circulatcd
with 4his issuc of "Vews, Notcs and .ueries". The Sociely's
thanks are due to the Authors of the several napers, to T,
Fletcher and ;'r. Rees for publication and to vhe Editor of "The
Syren end Shipping" for making availsble the half-tone blocks used
for the illust:rations on pages 2%, 28 and 4%.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subseripiions for the year 1951/%2 are due and those
I'embers who have not vet paid are requested (o dc so as soon as
convenient. The subscription is still 10/-d. per annum and should
be remiitied to the Honorary Treasurer, 7. R.B. summcrfield, c/o
-essrs. Surmerfield and Tang, Timitcd, 28, Exchange strect Bast,
T.iverpool, 2.

VARITTIE BOOTLE

As a contribution to thc Testival of Britain, the
Sorough of 3ootle, Tancashire, staged the Ezhibition "raritime
2o00tlc" in the town's Art Gallery. I=. Alex. 'T. Fletcher gave of
his scrviecs in co-opcration with Ir. A.R. Hardmen, the
Libraries, luscums and Art Gallcry Dircctor, and a scven weeks!
chow was produccd which, having objecctivity as its Xeynotc, paid
fridbute to thc Sorough's imporfancc as guardian of a major scction
of the lerscy Port. rour :‘embers of the Socicty contributcd talks
%o thc scrics given over the cxhibition period, and ", :alcolm e
Pigk displaycd his miniaturec pagcant of Cunard and Whitc Ster
stcamships.

OBITU.LRY

Death has claimecd two "cmbers sincc the circulation of
thec last issuc of "News, NMoics and Cuerics". iicutcnant-Coloncl
Sir ~cnry 7. Crayvson, Zart., .E.B., livced only a fow wecks to
cnjoy well-carncd rctirement from thc chairmanship of Grayson,
Rollo and Clover Docks, ILimitcd. Born in Tivcrmool and cducated
et Jinchcster, Sir Henry was rcsidcent in Yondon and, less
frequenily, at his Anglcscy home, "Ravenspoint", Trecarddur Tay.
1Te Je He LaWson 300th was a rciular attender at the Sociciy's
mecbings until failing hcalth kcpt him at home in Southport where
he was Curstor of the motanic CGardens "-usecum. To a widor circlc,
he will be remembered for his booXklet "Sca Casualtics on the
Southport Coas®, 174%-1946", publishcd in 1948,
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OF GENERAL INTEREST
A YINE BAR,UE FROM 4 ZAlIOUS YARD

Qver 60 years ago, on Saturday, August 11th, 1888, there
wes leunched from the yard of the eminent shipbuilders lessrs.
Thomes loyden and Sons, !ueen's Dock, Liverpool, the splendid
barque "Buckingham". Some years ago, the idea got about that she
had been launched by “ueen Viotoria. =ow did this notion start °
as 1t insnired by the fact that the vessel bore the name of the
o0yal Talace, or, had her name been confused with that of some
other vessel ? Basil Tubbock in his "Jast of the Windjammers",
Volume 2, page 60, writing of the "Buckinghem", says; "This four-
mested barque is wrongly said %o have been the only vessel of the
British mercanfile marine that was launched by Gucen Victoria, and
she had & very beautiful figurc-hecad of the Tucen holding a rosc.”
avidently Tubbock believed that Her :ajesty had honourcd the
occasion,

48 the belief that she was launched by Zucen Victoria is
quitc inaccuratc, our cesteemed Prcsident, Sir Ernest 3. Royden,
3art., whosc father's firm built the vessel, wishes the error to
be pointed out and thc facts stated in thc pages of our "wews,
Notes and Jucrics". These are the facts: As the vessel left the
vays, thc usual ceremony was performed by ;rs, 7hite, of (ldhan,
who cut the rope, and liiss Tennedy broke the traditional bottle
against the bows cf the vesscl. 4% & luncheon in the moulding-
room to cclcbratc thc occasion, appropriate speeches werc made by
!xe Gibson, ilr. lacVicar and wx. T, B. 0yden, 1L.DP,.

The "Buckinghem", 2,613 {ons registicr, was .described by
a correspondent to the "Tiverpool Courier" of September 14th,
1888, as thec largcest sailing-vesscl built in Liverpool. =Her
dimensions were: 1length 307.7 fect, brcadth 45,1 fcet, depth 24,2
feet, carrying capacity cstimatcd at 4,000 "72w. Her fore and
main lower yarde were 90 feet., Whoen all salls were set an arca of
almost 39,000 square fcet of canvas was spread.

hen completed, the "Buc:in ham" under the command of
Captain Peter Lyall was to sail for Calcutta with a cargo of salt,

In 1901 she was sold to the Germans and rcnamed
"3ertha, Later, under new owners she became the "Ottawa", ang
during the 1914-18 war was taken over by the amerioan Shipping
Board and christcned "!uscoota", In Deccember, 1924, she wag
hulked at Sydney.
John S, Reeg
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THE FIRST 3TEASHIP BUILT AT LIVERXOCL

3y the kind Nermission of the Cityv Iibrarian and Curator
of the Tublic Library and Juseums at Lancaster, (C.lM., Bland, Esq.,
TeS.A., FuS.ReA., I%R.S5.I.) it has been made »ossible to give some
interesting details relating to the first sieamship built av
Liverpool.

The information was extracted from a book (now in the
Zancaster Zibrary) which originally belonged to ., Humble and
Company, Liverpool, and later, in the possession of “atthew
Simpson, who shipped as sailmaker in the ship "Robarts", 750 tons,
built at Calcutta in 1815, owned by J. & R. Gladstone, Liverpool.
She sailed for Calcutta on Octvober 8th, 1816. :atthew Simpson
subsequently becamec a shipbuilder at Glasson Docl, Lancaster.

The following is an ecxact copy of the cntry found in the
book mentioncd:

"The First Stcem Packet bullt in Tiverpool.

Dimentions of the Eastham Packet built by .
"orticchead in the summecr of 1816.

Length from for part of Stem to After part of
Stern DPost aloft 62 ft. RBreadth 14 ft., Depth about 8.

Diam® of the iater Wheel 8!'6 with 5 paddles cach of
which is 3.10 by 1.6 enginc of 14 horsepower ("enginc of 14 horse-
power" is written in load-pencil) rought of _7ater Dor" 4 ft.

A% 5,9 thc Enginc is placed about £ from Ford which mekes her
draw much morc .Jater Ford than Af% %o remedy which they arc
obliged Io carry Ballast Aft. hcr draught of watcr is thcerefore
about 12" morc than was intendecd,"

The first stcamship built at Livernool was, of course,
the wooden paddle-ship "Princess Charlotic”, so named after the
daughtcr of Georgc IV. Built by "ottershecad and ayes, Trcentham
Strcet, shc was launched on July 25th, 1816, and was advertiscd in
"Gorce's General Advertiser" of thc same datc, to sail for Fastham
the following day. 1I% is thercforc obvious that shc was complcte
in practicaelly cvery respcet at the time of launching.

Incidentally, it may be mentioned that the post coach
which took passengers from the ferryboat to Chester was also named
Princess Charlotte.

Joha 3. Reces
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ANSWER
LAMPORT AD HOLT FLAG USAGE

The flying of the flag in question ("Ners, Notes &and
Cueries", Number 3, page 13) as a jack in Lamport and *“olt
vessels was egtablished 19 years ago but the rflag itself is not
that of the Corwvoration of T.iverpool, Such a piece does not
exist which is & curious state of affairs for our City and Tort
0L such character and importance to the nation. 3ut at least one
0f the Corporation's commitiees does nossess = flas of its own:
the “ealth Commititee. This emblem can be seen when it is worn by
the Committee's S.H.B., "Delta" as her house flag, as on the recent
ocoasions of the river pageant and firework displays during the
Festival. The part is thus ri her than the whole,

" The Commany's custom dates from July, 1932, when the
Voltaire" set the fashion of cruising which was %o become s0
popular. ZEvidently about this time there was some flag-
consciousness in some quarters and feclings that thec void should
be filled., Aldcrman Edwin Thompson when Lord iayor had such &
flag fashioncd for use during his official visit %o the United
States of America in 1931. It was carricd by the "Britannic" as
she procecded up the Hudson River and it was flown over the hotel
in New York wherc the -3ldecrman was a guest. (Vide "Livcrpool
Deily Post", February 3rd, 1947.) Its use docs not seem o have
been continued, unfortunately, but fthe incident may have
influenced the Lamport and olt Tinc to meke application to the
Jord ayor (Alderman J.C. Cross) the following ycar for
authority %o wear a similar flag in its ships. This request was
granted by the Finance Committcec. 4 minutc of Junc 10th, 1932,
gave Hermission to cmbody the Coat of Arms of the City of
Liverpool in the flag of one of the flcet which was about o
commence & series of cruises from Liverpool. Thus was born this
czxceptional jack of Lamport and Jolt; <the City was pleased to
associatc itself with the venturc,

There is no reccord of the grant having been ciricnded
beyond onc ship 2nd in the minutc the svatus or typc of flag is
not defined; but the "Vandyck" soon followed her sistcer's
examplc and now it is thc practicc for all vessels of the fleef
to display it on spccial occasions in place of thc ordinary jack,
8 small rcplica of thc familiar "L 4 H" housc flag of thc line,

Judging from the illustration of the Alderman's piece
which appecared in the "Liverpool Post and Mercury" and "Evening
Bxpress" of April 24%th, 1931, the Lamport and Zolt version is
very similar in colour and design.
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1% geems that the »riviler e secured by ihe originavors
of %he ides (which is reminisceni of the )resenc day usage of soms
3wedish owners of incordorating the arms of the noris of registry
of their ships in flass flown as jacks, the survival of an
eiceedinsly 01d nuronean observance) aroused the desires of others
end it ig ssid that another comany attemnrted, unsuccessfully, to
secure s similsr concession soon after +the introducvion of this
rrew form of meritime holiday.

Qur former :’ember, the late respected and well-remem-
bered Arthur ¢, Wardle, campaigned in favour of the establishing
0f an official Corporation erblem and it does seem a pity thac any
eathuciasm shown so far has not been rewarded as it deserves fo le.

Te "Joard" flag, which is of command status, (noi the
house flag) of the :‘ersey Docks and -arbour =oard embodies the
Liver bird of local fame on a bluc ficld and *ailey and i iller
“lew a »iecc resembling it; otherwise apart from Lampori &nd
~01G8' unigue jack therc does not appear to be anything else well-
known flying afloat with Liverpool associations.

A. Pcacock

IZE PERRY-STZAMER "PIREFLY"

The Zirkcnhead Corporation ferry-stcamer "Fircfly"
("Tews, Notes and “ucrices", Tumber 3, page 14) was sold in 1904.

4+t a special meeting of the BDirkenhead Ferrics
Commititec held on april 11th, 1904, it was reported that there had
been an offer by Edwin Thomas Browne of London %o »urchase the
"Firefly" for 21,200 and it was recommended that the offcr should
be accepied. 4t an orgégggy nceti on May 18th following, the
Town Clcrk rcsortcd that vhc d6&EIl™4 eI oI et oge——rr - -

Fuy Re Sloman
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Vel. 1. DNo. 5. December, 1951

ADJOURNED ANNUAL MEETING.

At the adjourned Annual General lMeeting held on

December 7th, the following Office Tearers and Council for 1951/52
were elected:

PRESIDENT: Sir Trnest B. Royden, Bart.
VICE PRESIDENT: John S. Rees.

CHATRMAN: John A. Todd, M.A., B.L.
HON. TREASURER: -R. B. Summerfield.

HON. SECRETARY: (vacant)

HON. ARCEIVIST Guy R. Sloman

COUNCIL: Miss E.B. Saxton, lMessrs.

A.M. Fletcher, X.P. Lewis,
J.A. Pugh and A.N. Ryan

. The annual subscription was again fixed at 10/-d. and

it was agreed to institute a Junior or Student class of membership
at 5/-d. per annum with an age limit of 21. Subscriptions are
Payable to the Honorary Treasurer, c/o lMessrs. Summerfield and
Lang, Limited, 28, Exchange Street Zast, Liverpool, 2.

The followiang Lecture Meetings have been arranged:

January llth "The Shipping and Services of
Elder Dempster Lines, 1852-1952" -
Mr. Michael H. Smye.

February 8th "Some Notes on the Port of
Holyhead" - Mr. Feith P. Lewis.

March 14th "The Early Constitutional History
of the ILiverpool Docks® -
Ir. A. S. Mountfield.
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All Meetings will, in the absence of advice to the
contrary, be held in the Reading Room of the Ocean Club, 17 Lord
Street, Liverpool, 2, at 7.3C p.m. on the day arranged.

ERRATA.

Mr. J. S. Rees desires that a correction should be made
to the reprint in the current "Transactions® of his paper "The
First and Subsequent Cheshire Lighthouses":

Page 19, line 35, and page 2C, line 36: For "Binnie®,
read "Rennie".

Mr. Rees also desires that in his notes "The First
Steamship built at Liverpool™ on page 18 of the last issue of
"News, Notes and Queries', the ratio stated in line 23 of the
text should read £ and not %.

OF GENERAL INTEREST.
A DAMAGE SURVEY OF 135 YEARS AGO,

Once again by the courtesy of the City Librarian of the
Public Library, Lancaster, (G.M. Bland, Esq., F.S.A., M.R.S.L.) it
is possible to include in this issue of "'News, Notes and Queries®
some interesting details of a survey held on the barque "Jroderick™”
at Liverpool over 135 years ago. 1

SURVEY of Barque Broderick of KNorth Shields.

Te the undersigned Surveyors and Master Shipwrights heing
called upon by Captain Piart to survey and estimate damage
sustained by barque Broderick, himself Master, from striking on
shoal off Takero(f)t (?) for particulars of which we refer to the
Master's protest did find the treenails all started on the
larboard bilge so to require the ceiling to be taken up to
examine the timbers but which proved all good, to put down new
ceiling caulk and sheath her again we estimate will cost three
hundred sixteen pounds seventeen shillings. As witness our hands
in Liverpool this fourth day of February 1815.

JOHN MOTTERSHEAD JANES RATHBONE
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ESTIMATE SEIP BRODERICK

340 feet 4 inch 51. 0. O
250 feet 3 inch 28. 2. ¢
75C0 feet sheathing 37. 10. O
1000 24 inch treenails 15. 0. O
60 dozen wedges 7. 10. O

3 cwt oakum 4. 10. O

2 barrels pitch 6. 5. O

4 barrels tar 8. 0. O
Iron work 15. 0. O
Mops, cartage etc. 5. 0. O
Carpenters' Wages 113. 0. Q
Dockage 26, 0. O

John S. Rees
"...AS ITEERS SEE US ™"

. In the year 1831, Mr. Maclellan, an American student
of divinity, came over to Edinburgh in order to complete his
studies at the University there. Accordingly, he attended the
lectures of Dr. Chalmers, Professor Wilson and others, during the
session of that and the following year, devoting the intermediate
summer to a tour on the Continent. During the whole of his
travels he kept a journal of which the following is an extract:

"After a voyage of 20 days, our ship dropped
anchor in the Mersey. Green hedges of hawthorn, supplied the
Place of our wooden fences and stone-walls. The fields are not
Planted with apple orchards so thickly as in our land: but the
regular furrows with which nearly the whole landscape was sketched
over, indicated a high state of cultivation. The undulations were
soft; and if, therefore, less striking than the steep hillsides,
retired valleys, and melting lines of beauty which distinguish our
scenery, they at least communicated a spirit of unity and studied
Proportion to the whole view. The houses in the villages stood
side by side, in undeviating lines: and instead of our lovely
white cots and villas, a few prominent mansions reigned over the
whole scene.

"We were near enough to one of the mansions to see
a servant in livery leading up a pair of saddle-horses; on which
a gentleman and lady mounted, and rode gracefully off, until we
lost sight of them behind a grove of trees. 'I declare,' said a
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fellow-countryman on board, 'that lady wears her husband's hat
capitally.' I afterwards remarked that this was The usual head--
dress of ladies when on horseback. It was singular to my eyes;
but it certainly had an air of security.

"In the midst of the transparent air, there was a
dense cloud; which rose up among a forest of masts, lines of
houses, turrets, and steeples. It was the smoke; which, like an
evil spirit, hangs day and night over the great city of Liverpool.
A 1little black steamer now came briskly up to us. It was a
custom~house boat. It received our letters, and the cabin
passengers; and, in a few minutes, we were running rapidly by the
docks; the massive stone-walls of which shut up the shipping of
this commercial metropolis. Here and there the large basins
communicated, by tide-gates, with the water of the river. The
regular character of these docks, and the peculiar slope given to
the yards of all the vessels which fill them; have an imposing
appearance. Perhaps this unity made its commerce appear to me
more extensive than it really is; for my impression was, that the
shipping in the harbour, at that time, did not fall much shert of
that of New York and Boston combined. I was disappointed with the
appearances of the stores (warehouses) along the docks. They were
built of brick:; but the brick was not only irregular in shape,
when compared with ours: but its face was rough, and much soiled
with dust and coal-smoke. A dark piazza ran along their front;
the face of the buildings resting on square pillars. As far as we
could see, all was bustle. Heavy drays, and large wagons drawn by
huge horses and loaded with cotton, thundered over the pavements.

"A thousand blended sounds assailed our ears as we
reached the landing-place. A grim crowd awaited us there. Forty
or fifty drivers held up their whip-handles, to engage our
attention. "Coach, your honour!" - #"Coach, sir!" were reiterated
by persons whose dirty hands and faces, and ragged garb, did not
promise much for their vehicles. Their claim to our notice was
disputed by a hundred or two hundred other persons, ranging far
beneath them in personal cleanliness. Such a set of characters
were perhaps never collected in our country. A dozen thrust

themselves forward, with, - "Shall I carry your baggage, your
honour?" - "Shall I show you to the Adelphi, - to the Mersey
fotel!" cried others. FHere were women ready to sell the "“gemmen®

oranges; and here the suspicious children of the wandering
nation, ready to buy "old clothes" - in all a motley group.

This was not so painful: but the group of ragged, wretched, lame
and miserable creatures, that had collected round us, as if we had
been the last resource on which their hopes rested, was enough to
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break one's heart. Such piteous tones, and such fearful accounts
of their famishing condition, I never before heard faltered forth
from the tongues of human beings. "'e succeeded in separating
ourselves from nearly all the rabble that at first surrounded us;
though one or two of the more professional, or more hungry beggars
harrassed our march through several of the shorter streets.

"Three things struck me in particular, as soon as I
entered Liverpool; - the large size and powerful appearance of the
dray-horses; the vast extent and prison-like aspect of the
warehouses; and the convenience and stability of the docks. 3But
while the warehouses were so immense; the streets were narrow and
choked up; the side walks by men, women, and children (nearly all
of whom were clothed in wretched garments); and the rest of the
street by carts loaded with merchandise. A narrow strip of sky,
grey with smoke, shone dimly above; lighting up the street, it is
true: but not with that transparent brightness which cheers our
towns. The shops in these streets had a contracted and indigent
air. After breakfast, I walked with my American companion to the
upper part of the town. In this direction the city had more of
the air of Boston, or New York, than the streets which I had
hitherto seen. In general, however, the houses (which were arranged
like our own, in connected streets or retired 'courts,) were not
so elegant as the ranges which distinguish our cities. They were
not so much adorned by beautiful porticoes, piazzas, and blinds,
as our habitations. The brick was not so smooth; it was rarely
painfed white; it was not sustained on granite-bases, as is
almost always the case with us; nor were the handles of the doors,
and the Dbell knobs, so often plated with silver as is usual in our
cities. Yet if, in general, the houses fell beneath our own in
brightness and beauty, nevertheless there were, hereand there,
houses of uncommon splendour; which would have surpassed our most
expensive buildings. I expected this. "ealth is monopolised by
the few:; hence there is not that beautiful gradation of style
which characterises everything at home. You would look, therefore,
for shoeless beggars and brilliant equipages; and you find them.
The society of Liverpool, so far as I came into contact with it,

I found refined and agreeable. An American who goes to Iiverpool
expecting to find beauty, brilliancy and life impressed on
everything, will be disappointed. It undoubtedly possesses a

vast amount of wealth: but this must be seen in its costly docks,
and extensive warehouses, and the canals which glide into its

deep treasure-houses, and its pathway of iron, with its cars

laden with precious merchandise. Of its politeness and affability,
he must not take the first outward appearance as the measure;

for behind the dark and unprepossessing appearance which strike him
at first, he will find there all the sweet courtesies which give

a charm to life."
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The tone of Maclellan's word-picture of ILiverpool was
mirrored to the letter by another American, 20 years later.
Nathaniel Hawthorne, the novelist, served some years as American
Consul in the Port and his "English Notebooks'" are a masterpiece
of detached observation. Both writers contrast at some length an
English social schism with a more connected society in America.
The Liverpool Docks were extending when Maclellan's ship glided
past their walls, and new works at the northern and southern
extremities of the "estate” were shortly to replace the bathing-
beaches with the "aterloo and Brunswick Docks, respectively.

Keith P. Lewis
'LAMPORT AND HOLT FLAG USAGE.

It is not correct to state that the "Voltaire® "set the
fashion of cruising". ("News, Notes and Queries”, Number 4, page
19). She was certainly a pioneer in the "pound a day” cruising
business as based on Liverpool, although I think that the first
ocean steamship to be so employed was the "hite Star liner
"Adriatic" in the previous year. In "A Hundred Year History of
the P. & 0." (1937), Boyd Cable gives that company the credit for
introducing this form of holiday, though doubtless at a higher
passage rate for the period in question, and cites a "Summary of
Cruises performed by P. & O. Steam Yacht 'Vectis'"™ in 1904.

Teith P. Lewis
QUERIES.
THE SEACOMBE SHIPYARDS.

Can any Member supply details concerning the shipyards
which flourished on the land immediately south of Seacombe Ferry,
on the Mersey, during the latter years of the 16th century ?

E. Cuthbert "oods
THE NAME "RAVENSPOINT™".

Has the name "Ravenspoint" (or "Raven's Point") any
significance for the Grayson family ? The shipbuilding firm in
1918 built a steamer of this name, first appearing in register
under the ownership of Sir John Esplen and later, the Glynne Line.
"ith other steamers of the latter company, she passed to the
MacAndrew concern for whom she still sails. It occurs to me that
as the name is foreign to any of her owners, she might have been
built by Graysons' as a speculation. In the 'twenties, Sir Henry
Grayson built his house of that name at Trearddur Bay, Anglesey.

Keith P. Lewis
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