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Ill RETROSFJ;'_m 

1938 - 1955 

A brief outline of the foundation, growth, and 
achievement of the Liverpool Nautical Research Society. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

The idea of a Research Society was certair.ly in the 
minds of a number of independent research workers in 1937, not
ably the late Mr. Arthur C • Wardle and the late Mr. W. Stewart Rees , 
as is evidenced from correspondence which passed between them. 

Some local ship model makers drawn towards research in 
their quest for accuracy in their models, were also thinking on 
similar lines., notably Mr. W. McQ. Mather, Mr. Harry Owen, 
Mr. V.H. Green, the late Mr. H.N. Lea&k, A.M.I.C.E., and others. 

Stimulus was given to the idea by an article in the 
magazine Sea Breezes - •rt>reserving a Maritime Epoch" - and also 
same paragraphs in the Liverpool Daily Post. 

The return from Burma to Merseyside of the late Captain 
E.A.Woods, an authority on sail, and a member of the Flag Circle, 
undoubtedly had some influence on subsequent events. 

Mr. J.F. Smith, M.A., F.R.S.A., at that time the Cit7 
Librarian, lent his support, and at his invitation a private 
meeting was held at the Picton Reference Library, William Brown 
Street, Liverpool, on Wednesday, 23rd March, 1938, attended by 
the late Mr. Arthur C.Wardle, in the Chair, the late Captain E.A.. 
Woods, the late Mr. W. Stewart Rees, and Messrs. H. Owen, J .F .Hall, 
and K.Hopkins. MroJ .F. Smith had kindly arranged a special 
exb.ibi t of shipping records, marine pictures, and books. 
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The meeting resolved that the ~verpool Marine Research 
Society be formed with the following objects :-

1. To encourage a public interest in ~ verpool' s 
maritime and ship history. 

2. To collect and collate all available material 
relating to Liverpool ships and seamen of 
the past. 

3. To undertake an historical survey of locally
owned vessels, their masters, and their owners. 

It was also resolved that an Inaugural ~eating be held 
on Monday, 11th April, 1938, to elect a Chair.man, Officers and 
C ommi. ttee. 

The Liverpool Daily Post in a short article on the 25th 
March, 1938, referred to the foregoing particulars and wrote of 
the "promising start 11 the new Society had made. 

Messrs. Wardle and Hall acted as Conveners of the 
Inaugural Meeting, and a letter of invitation was circulated 
amongst people likely to be interested. 

The Inaugural Meeting on 11th April, 1938, was held in 
the Accountants' Hall, Fenwick Street, Liverpool, and was fully 
reported in the Liverpool Daily Post and the Journal of Commerce 
the next day. 

The subscription was fixed at 5/- per annum, and the 
following Officers and Committee were elected :-

Chairman: 

Secretary and 
Treasurer: 

Recorder: 

Ccmnittee: 

Captain E.A. Woods. 

Arthur C. Wardle. 

W. Stewart Rees. 

H. Owen, T. Hughes, K. Hopkins, 
H.N. Leask, J.F. Hall, V.H. Green. 
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The question of President and Vice-Presidents was left 
to the discretion of the Committee and a number of well known 
gentlemen were to be approached in this connection. 

Colonel Vere E. Cotton, C.B.E., T.D., M.A., Chairman 
oi:- the Liverpool Libraries Sub-Committee spoke on the enormous 
amount of work there was for members of the Society to tackle 
and Mr. Robert Gladstone, B.C .L., suggested the name should be 
"Liverpool Maritime Research Society". For a month, however, 
the name continued as "Marine 11 rather than ''Mari time 11

, and 
letterheadings were printed with ''Marine" in the title. 

Others present at this meeting included Messrs. John S. 
Rees, E.B.Royden {now Sir Ernest, 3rd baronet), and W.McQ.Mather. 

The next meeting of the Society was held at the School 
of Commerce, Tithebarn Street, Liverpool, on Monday, 9th May, 
1938, where, in addition to adopting a Constitution and Rules, 
Mr. Arthur C. Wardle presented the first paper to be read before 
the Society entitled ''Early Li ver:pool vessels and Trade". This 
paper was reported in the Liverpool Daily Post on lOth May. 

By the 11th May the name of the Society had been finally 
decided, for on that day the Liverpool Daily Post recorded that: 

"The newly formed society which is to study 
Liverpool shipping history has at last decided 
what its name shall be. Originally it chose 
'The Liverpool Marine Research Society'; then 
it was changed for a short time to 'The 
Liverpool Maritime Research Society'; then it 
went back to the original title tentatively; 
and finally it has chosen 'The Liverpool 
Nautical Research Society'. Rightly or wrongly, 
some supporters thought that 'Marino' would 
suggest to the man in the street a biological 
interest, and 'Maritime' a commercial interest". 

A short notice under the heading ''Maritime Research" 
appeared in Lloyd's List, 26th May, 1938. 



The late Lord Derby accepted the Presidency by letter 
dat~d the 4th June, and on the 23rd June, 1938, the following 
announcement appeared in the Liverpool Daily Post, under the 
heading ''Nautical Research": 

"In discussing some time ago the formation of the 
Liverpool Nautical Research Society, I mentioned 
that it was assured of influential support. I am 
now able to announce that the Earl of Derby has 
accepted the presidency, while vice-presidencies 
havo been accepted by Sir Edgar Rennie Bowring (to 
whose inspiration the excellent history of the 
Bowring ships recently published was due, an example 
which might be· followed by many other shipping firms 
in Liverpool), Sir Geoffrey Callender (Director of 
the National Maritime Museum at Greenwich, who from 
the start has been keenly interested in the new 
~verpool move), and Messrs. Robert Gladstonc and 
Ernest B. Royden, both of whom joined the Society 
at the outset". 

"The Society is rapidly getting together a membership 
of men and women genuinely interested in local 
shipping history, which includes that of the people 
who built, owned and manned the ships". 

On the 9th July the Liverpool Daily Post announced that 
Mr. Ronald Stewart-Brown and Sir Sydney Jones had joined the list 
of Vice-Presidents, making six altogether. 

Same reference to these early days also appeared in the 
magazine Sea Breezes for May, 1938, page 64,and June, 1938, page 
104. 

Four further papers and one lecture were given during 
the season 1938/39, when the advent of the war caused the Society 
to close down temporarily for a year or two. 

Finding that Liverpool still stood firm after the worst 
the enemy could do, a number of the Founder Members were ready 
and anxious to take up the threads again. 



5· 

Apart from the enforced interval of more than three 
years and the lose of many valuable documents and records through 
enemy action, enthusiasm and incentive had not suffered, and the 
Society re-formed at a meeting held in Richmond Street, on 
Saturday, 3rd October, 1942. 

This meeting was, in fact, the first Annual General 
Meeting, and after the election of Officers and Council, a paper, 
"The White Star Australian Packets", was read by Captain E .A. Woods, 
who continued as Chairman of the Society. Meetings were held on 
Saturday afternoons as a safety measure whilst hostilities lasted, 
but a return to evening meetings was made in October, 1945. 

The subscription, maintained at 5/- at the resumption in 
1942, was increased to 7/6 for the following season and to 10/
for the 1944/45 season, at which level it has remained ever since. 

From that rebirth in 1942, a series of papers and 
illustrated lectures has been given before the Society, inter
spersed with open soirees, dock visits, fiLm shows, etc. The 
total number of meetings of all kinds has now reached 97 and the 
number of papers 53 (April, 1955). 

In 1947, Mr. Arthur C. Ward.le was elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society for his researches into the history 
of Liverpool. 

With a desire to widen the scope of the Society, a sub
committee was appointed in 1948 to consider, and if thought nec
essary, to revise the Constitution and Rules, originally drafted 
in 1938. In November, 1948, at the Adjourned Annual General 
Meeting, the new Constitution and Rules were approved and adopted. 
They appear in this booklet on pages 10-13. 

In February, 1952, the Society became affiliated to the 
Historic Society of Lancashire & Cheshire, and members are 
invited to their lectures whenever they are of a nautical charac
ter. 

In March, 1954, Mr. A.N. Ryan, M.A., Honorary Secretary 
of the Society, was elected to the Council of the Navy Records 
Society. 
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Tha Society members have been active in researc~ in 
connection with shipping on the Mersey and the West Coast 
~enerally and very considerable strides have bean made in the 
~ecording'of information about Liverpool ships, their owners 
and builders, and the voyages which they made. 

Much of this information is contained in the original 
fifteen papers, deposited in the Picton Reference Library, 
William Brown Street, Liverpool, and in the seven volumes of 
Transactions published, from 1944 onwards, by the Sooietyo 

Lectures have been printed and other information of 
nautical interest has been issued from time to time, notably 
the researches of Mr. Arthur C. Wardle and Captain E .A. Woods. 
Copies of these contributions also are deposited in the Picton 
Reference Library. 

Many articles from the pens of members have appeared 
in the Press, such a.s the pre-war contributions of Mr. John S. 
Rees, and Captain E.A. Woods to the magazine Sea Breezes. 

A new feature, a quarterly pamphlet, "News, Notes and 
Queries" was commenced in January, 1951, edited by Mr. Keith P. 
Lewis, and has continued under his care ever since. This 
includes·a report of the previous paper or lecture read to the 
Society, news of, and contributions from members, and items of 
local maritime interest. 

A number of books dealing with nautical subjects have 
been published by past and present members, amongst which may 
be mentioned the-following:-

Liverpool Ships in the Eighteenth ) 
Century. ) 

Birkenhead PriorY .. and the Mersey ) 
Ferry. ) 

(the late) 
R.Stewart-Brown, M.A. ,F.S.A. 

Steam conquers the Pacific. 
Benjamin Bowring and his 

descendants. 
~ (the late) 
) Arthur C.Wardle, F.R.Hist.S. 



The Sea Casualties on the 
Southport Coast. 1745-1946. 

A History of the South:port 
Lifeboats. 

1· 
) 
) (the late) 
) J. H. Lawson Booth. 

The Rise of the Port of Liverpool.) 
Trade in Eastern Seas 1793-1813. ) 
Portsmouth Point. The Navy in ) Dr. C. Northcote 
fiction 1793-1815. ) Parkinson, M.A. 

The Trade Fl:inds, General Edi torship.) 
Samuel Wal ters, Lieut. , R .N. , ) 
Ed.i ted Memoirs. ) 

The Shipping World. A Collection ) (the late) 
of Lectures. General Editorsbip.) John A. Todd, M.A., B.L. 

Thomas Royden & Sons, Shipbuilders. Sir Ernest B. Royden, Bart. 

The Rise & Progress of Wallasey. E .Cuthbert Woods, F .R .. Hist .S. 
{in conjunction with 
P.Culverwell Brown, M.A.,F.S.A.) 

History of the Liverpool Pilotage) 
Service. ) John S. Rees. 

Records of Bristol Ships 
1800-1838. 

Somerset Harbours. 

Mersey Ferr.y Tales. 

) 
) Grahame E. Farr. 

Kei th P. Lewis. 

Passenger Liners of the Western ) Cdr.(S) C.R.Vernon Gibbs, 
Ocean ) R.N. (ret'd). 

Ship Modelling Hints and Tips. 

Records of the Early British 
Steamships. 

Lt.Cdr.J.H.Craine, R.N.R.(ret'd) 

) Captain Nigel \1. Kennedy, 
) F.G.A. 

The authors mentioned above are not necessarily still 
members, or members only of this Society. In m~ cases they are 
members of a number of other Societies. 
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PAST AND PBESENT OFFICE BEARERS 

President: 

(the late) The Earl of Derby~K.G.,G.c.v.o.,G.C.B.,P.C. 1938-1948 

Sir Ernest B. Royden, Bart. 

(the late) 
n 

11 

If 

" 

11 

11 

{the late) 
11 

" 

" 

(the late) 

Vice-Presidents: 

Sir Edgar R. Bowring, K.C.M.G. 
Sir Geoffrey Ca1lender, M.A. 
Sir Sydney Jones, J .P. ,M.A. ,LL.D. 
R. Stewart-Brown, :M.A. ,F .S .A. 
Robert G1adstone, B.C.L.,F.S.A. 
Ernest B. Royden 
G. Lysaght Finigan 
w. Stewart Rees 
Arthur C. Wardle, F .R.Hist .S. 
W. Ernest Cor1ett 
John S. Rees 
E. Cuthbert Woods, F.R.Hist.S. 

Chairman: 

Captain E. A. Woods 
W. Stewart Rees 
Arthur C. Wardle, F.R.Hist.S. 
W. McQ. Mather 
John S. Rees 
John A. Todd, M.A., B .L. 

(Chairman/Secretary) 
R. B. Summerfield 

Hon.Secreta;y/Treasurer: 

Arthur C. Wardle 
W. McQ. Mather 
G. F. Howard, Ph.D. 
Michael H. Smye 

Since 1948 

1938-1943 
1938-1946 
1938-1947 
1938-1940 
1938-1948 
1938-President. 

Since 1943 
1947-1948 
1948-1949 

Since 1948 
Since 1951 
Since 1953 

1938-1944 
1945-1947 
1947-1948 
1948-1949 
1949-1951 
1951-1952 

1952-

1938-1942 
1942-1946 
1946-1948 
1948-1949 



(the late) 

(the late) 

" 
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Hon. Secretary: 

Alex. M. Fletcber, B.Sc. 
John A. Todd, M.A., B .L. 

(Chairman/Secretary) 
A. N. Ryan, 1! .A. 

Hon. Treasurer: 

R. B. Summerfield 
Miss E. ill. Hope 

(Asst.Treasurer 1952) 

Hon. Archivist: 

W. Stewart Rees 
Arthur C. Ward.le, F.R.Hist.S. 
Vacant 
Guy R. Sloman 

Hon. Editor. Transactions: 

Ale:x:. M. Fletcher, B .Se. 

Hon. Editor 
News, Notes and Queries: 

Keith P.Lewis 

Council 1955-56 

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Archivist 9 

w. P. Raine T. D. Tozer 

194~1951 
1951-1952 

19)2-

1949-1953 
1953-

1938-1942 
1942-1949 
1949-1951 
1951-

J .A. Howard-Watson, F .R.G .S. 
F.R.S.Lit., F.R.Hist.S. 

Captain George AyTe 
F.R.G.S., A.I.N.A. 

Alex. M. Fletcher, B.Sc. 

The President and Vice-Presidents are ex-officio members. 

************ 
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Revised Constitution and Rules as 
approved at the adjourned Annual 

General Meeting held 26th November 1948 

CONSTITUTION 

1. The objects of the Society are :-

{a) to encourage interest in the history of shipping 
(particularly local shipping) by collecting and 
col~.ating material relating thereto; 

(b) to undertake an historical survey of Liverpool 
vessels, their builders, owners and masters; 

{c) to disseminate such information by publications or 
by any other available means; 

(d) to co-operate in every suitable way with other 
organisations in Liverpool or elsewhere having 
similar or cognate objects; 

(e) to encourage the making and collection of scale 
ship models, and their exhibition. 

2. Membership of the Society shall be open to all persons 
interested in the objects of the Society who are elected 
in accordance with the Rules and pay the Subscription fixed 
fran time to time, together with those appointed under 
Section 5 of the Constitution. 

3. The affairs of the Society shall be managed by a Council 
who shall carry out the policy of the Society as decided 
at each Annual or other General Meeting, and shall report 
its proceedings to the next subsequent General Meeting. 

4. The Council shall consist of the following officers :-

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Archivist, 
and five other members, all of whom shall 
be elected at the Annual General Meeting. 
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5. The Council may nominate a President, Vice-Presidents, and 
Honorary Members, for appointment by the Society at any 
General Meeting, provided that in the case of Vice-Presidents, 
not more than four shall hold office at any one time. These 
appointments shall not be subject to annual election, ~~d 
the President and Vice-Presidents shall be Ex-Officio 
Members of the Council. 

6. This Constitution shall not be altered except at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Society, after due notice in accord
ance with the Rules. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
RULES 

1. Application for Membership shall be considered by the Coun
cil and submitted to the next General Meeting for approval. 

2. The financial year of the Society shall begin on the lst 
September, when the annual subscription shall be payable. 
At the Council Meeting immediately prior to the Annual 
General Meeting, the Treasurer shall read out the name of 
any member whose subscription has not been paid for the 
previous year. The Council shall have the power to fix a 
special subscription in respect of any publications of the 
Society, subject to the approval of a general meeting. 

3. The Annual General Meeting shall be held in October, and 
not less than seven days' notice in writing shall be given, 
stating the business to be transacted. 

4. The business to be transacted at the Annual General Meeting 
shall be :-

{a) to receive the annual report of the Council; 

(b) to receive the annual report of the Treasurer 
together with his audited accounts; 

(c) to elect the Officers of the Council together with 
the five other members of the Council; 

(d) to transact such other business as shall have been 
notified in the circular convening the meeting. 
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5· Nominations for election as Officers of the Society may be 
made by any member in writing to the Secretary, prior to the 
commencement of the Annual General Meeting, provided that 
the nominee has signified in writing, or in person, his read
iness to serve. Members of the CoWlcil may be nominated dur
ing the meeting, if the nominee signifies his or her agreement. 

6. The council shall meet not less than four times a year, five 
members being a quorum. All members of the Council shall be 
given seven days' notice thereof in writing. The Agenda for 
each Com1cil Meeting shall be drawn up by the Secretary 
after consul tat ion wi. th the Chairman. 

7. The Council may appoint Ad Hoc Sub-committees, as may be 
found desirable. Sub-Committees shall report their proceed
iDea-s to the next Council Meeting, and shall cease to func
tion after the Council Meeting immediately prior to the 
Annual General Meeting. The Council shall have the power to 
fill any unforseen vacancies. Persons so appointed shall 
hold office for the same period as those they replace would 
have held office. 

8. The Chairman shall be empowered to take emergency action when 
necessary but shall first consult two other members of the 
Council. Any action taken to be reported within 21 days to 
a meeting of the Council called in accordance with the rules. 

9· The Council shall arrange a syllabus of papers to be read at 
General Meetings of the Society which will be held from 
time to time throughout the session. 

LO. Members shall be entitled to not less than seven days' 
notice in writing of each General Meeting, stating the 
business to be transacted. 

ll. At all General Meetings, eight shall constitute a quorum, 
of whom at least four shall be ordinary members. 

l2. At all meetings of the Society, or of the Council, in the 
absence of the Chairman, or any prior arrangement the 
Chair shall be taken by the senior member of the Council 
present. 
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13. The author of any paper read before the Society shall 
supply a copy to the Archivist which shall be available 
to the members of the Society. 

14. The annual subscription for the ensuing year shall be fixed 
at the Annual General Meeting of the Society. 

15. No alteration of these rules shall be made except at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Society called in accordance 
with Rule 3. 

16. A General Meeting of the Society may be called at any time 
at the discretion of the Chairman, or at the request of 
four ordinary members, who must state the business to be 
transacted thereat. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
By a resolution passed at the adjourned Annual General 

Meeting, December 7th, 1951, student and junior membership was 
instituted at a reduced ~~ual subscription of 5/-d, age limit 
to be 21. 

At the Annual General Meeting held October 13th, 1953, 
the previous resolution was amended so as to include all students 
and othor members under 21, at a reduced annual subscription of 
5/-d. 

The annual subscription for full members and subscrib
ing libraries fixed at each Annual General Meeting in accordance 
with rule 14, has remained at 10/-d for the past ten years. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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LIVERPOOL NAUTICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 

Record of meetings held, with titles of Papers and Lectures 

1938 
March 23. Picton Reference Library 

Private Meeting to consider formation 
of a Research Society. 

1. April 11. Accormtants r Hall 
Inaugural Meeting of the Society. 

2. Yay 9· School of Commerce 
Paper No .1 o Arthur C • Wardle • 

EARLY LIVERPOOL VESSELS AND TRADE 

3. October 26. Houghton Street 
Captain EoA.Woods. Paper No.2. 

JAMES BA.INES. 

4. November 30. School of Commerce 
Paper No.3. John S. Reeso 

LIVERPOOL PILOTS & PILar BOATS FROM EARLY TIMES o * 
5. :December 16. School of Commerce 

Extempore Lecture. Robert Gladstone. 
THE LIVEP..POOL SLA.VE TRADE. 

6. January 11. School of Commerce 
Paper No.4. Arthur C. Ward.le. 

LIVERPOOL AliD THE NEWFOUNDLAND TRADE. 

7 • February 15. School of Commerce 
Paper Noo5· W. Stewart Rees. 
LIVERPOOL - ITS SHIPS & THEIR OWNERS A 

CENTURY AGO. 

* Subsequently incorporated in his book the History of the 
Liverpool Pilotage Service. ' 
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The Society closed down on the outbreak 
of war and re-formed in 1942. 

8. October 3. Richmond Street 
FIRST AlflWAL GENERAL MEETmG followed by~ 
Paper No.6. Captain E.A.Woods. 

THE WHITE STAR AUSTRALIAN PACKETS. * 

9· November 7. Richmond Street 
Paper No .7. Arthur C • Ward.le. 
BRITISH BUILT BLOCKADE RUNNERS OF THE 

Al:liERI C.AN CIVIL WAR. 

10. December 5. Richmond Street 
. Paper No.8. E. w. Argyle. 

SHIPS DEPICTED ON POSTAGE STAMPS. 

11. January 16. Richmond Street 
Paper No.9. w. McQ. Mather. 
BRIGANTINES & SCHOONERS. THEIR ORIGIN & 

DEVELOIMENT. 

12. February 13. 
Lecture. 

TROOPING. 

Richmond Street 
\1. Hughes. 

13. March 13. Richmond Street 
Lecture. H.N. Leask, A.M.I.C.E. 

THE RAIDER ALA.B.AMA. (Read posthumously) 

14. September 18. Richmond Street 
SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

15. October 9· Richmond Street 
Paper No.lO. W. McQ. !lather. 
A MODEL OF THE "SHAMROCK" CLASS SLOOPS. 

* Subsequently read to the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, and printed in their Transactions, Vo1.96, 1945. 
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1943 

16. November 13. Richmond Street 
Paper No .11. Arthur C • Wardle • 

THREE EARLY LIVERPOOL SCREW STEAMERS. 

17. December 11. Richmond Street 
Paper No.12. Captain E.A.Woods. 

CAPl'AIN JAMES NICOL (BULLY) FqRBES. 

18 Jan: 15 Richmond Street • uary • 
Paper No.l3. B.W. Bathe. 

AN OUI'LINE OF NAUTICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

19. February 12. Richmond Street 
Paper No.14. W. Stewart Rees. 

SOME MERSEYSIDE SHIPBUILDERS. 

20. March 25. Williamson Square 
Paper No.15. B.J. Herrington. 

SAILORS ABE SUPERSTITIOUS. 

None of the foregoing papers has appeared in Transactions. 
Copies can be seen at the Picton Reference Library, Liverpool. 

21. October 7. T '44 Richmond Street 
TBIBD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by: 

Paper No.l6. Arthur C. Wardle. 
THE SHIP "THOMAS" OF LIVERPOOL. 

22. November 4. T '44 Richmond Street 
Paper No.l7. John S. Rees. 

LIVERPOOL TUGS AND THEIR OWNERS. 

T indicates the date the paper was printed in Transactions. 
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23. December 2. T '46/47 Richmond Street 
Paper No.18. Nigel w. Kennedy. 

EARLY STEAMSHIP TYPES. 

24. January 6. Richmond Street 
Lecture and Exhibition of 
ship photos and prints • J .Henry Ire dale • 

EXPEBIENCES OF A LIVERPOOL SHIPOWNER. 

25. February 3. T '44 Richmond Street 
Paper No.19. B.J. Herrington. 

OLD "CUSTOMS". 

26. March 3. Richmond Street 
Paper No.20. Capt. E.A.Woods. 

THE ''MARCO POLO". 

27. October 8. T '45 Crane Studio 
FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEWI'IUG followed by~ 
Paper No.21. Capt. A..T. Pope, D.s.o. 

A TRANSATLANTIC TOW. 

28. November 15. T '46/47 Cunard Building 
Paper No.22. Dr. S. Rowlands. 

MODEL SHIPBUILDING. 

29. December 20. Cunard Building 
Illustrated Lecture. il-rthur C. Wa.rd.le. 

HOUSE FU~GS. 

1946 

30. January 17. Cunard Building 
Paper No.23. Nigel W. Kennedy. 

S<Jm NOI'ES ON CONTEMPORARY AND Ol'HER 
RECORDS OF THE EARLY BRITISH STEAMERS. 

T indicates the date the paper was printed in Transactions. 
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~ 
31. February 21. T 1 45 Cunard Building 

Paper No.24. B.J. Herrington. 
SMUGGLING - AND THE REVENUE CRUISERS. 

)2. March 21. T '45 Cunard Building 
Paper No.25. B.W. Bathe. 

SOME INTERESTING NAUTICAL DOCUMENTS AND 
PAMPHlETS. 

33. September 19. Crane Studio 
FIFI'H ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

34. October 17. Cunard Building 
Discussion on lighthouses, led by John S.Rees. 

35. November 9· 
Lecture. 

Cunard Building 
Arthur C • Ward.le • 

THE INMAN LINE. 

36. November 21. 
Lecture. M.E. Fisk. 

OUTSTANDING SHIPS OF THE Wln:TE STAR LI.1~E, 
illustrated by his own models. 

Boot le 

37. Decemberl9. T '48 CommonHall 
Paper No.26. Nigel W. Kennedy. 
SCHE EARLY MERSEY STEAMSHIPS AND THE BISE 

OF LIVERPOOL. 

1947 

38. January 16. T '48 Common Hall 
Paper llo.27. Dr.C.Northcote Parkinson, M.A. 

THE IDEA OF A MABITIME MUSEID.~. 

T indicates the date the paper was printed in Transactions. 
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1947 

39. February 20. T '46/47 Ccmnon Hall 
Paper No.28o W. Stewart Recs. 
''BROCKIEBANKS" Part I. The early history 

of the Brocklebank Line. * 

40. March 20. Ccmnon Hall 
Lecture. Cdr.Hilary P.Mead, R.N. (Ret'd) 
DEVELORlENT OF SIGNALLING AND SIGNAL FlAGS. 

41. May l7o M.D. & H.B. 
Visit to Southern Dock System. 

42. July 12. Tar let on 
Visit to the Shipyard of James Mayor & Co.Ltd. 

43o September 18. Ca~on Hall 
SIXTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

44. October 22. 
Lecture. 

Bedford Street 
Dr.C.Northcote Parkinson, M.A. 

NElSON. 

45· November 20. Camnon Hall 
Discourse. Captain A. T. Pope, D.S.O. 

REMTh"'SCEUCES. 

46. December l8o Camnon Hall 
Illustrated Lecture. R.K.Gresswell, 

M.A., F .R.G.S. 
TEE FORMATION AND STRUCTURE OF THE S.w. 

LANCASHIRE COAST LINE. ** 

T indicates the date the paper was printed in Transactions. 

* Incorporated in "Brocklebanks 177D-1950" by John Fredcrick 
Gibson, and aCknowledged in the preface. 

** Incorporated in his book "Sandy Shores of Lancashire" 
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47 • January 29. 
m. Stewart Rees. 

Common Hall 
Paper No.29. n 

"BROCK!EBANKS" Part II • The later history 
of the Brocklebank Line. * 

48. February 19. Common Hall 
Lecture. W. Salisbury. 

SHIPBUILDING IN THE NORTH-WEST. 

49. March 18. T 148 Common Hall 

50. 

51. 

52. 

Paper No.)O. A. L. Bland. 
MERCHANT SHIPPING WAR LOSSES 1939-45 • 

THE COMPILATION OF A LIST OF WAR LOSSES o 

September 30. Common Hall 
SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (Adjourned) 

November 12. Common Hall 
Discourse. Captain A.T.Pope, D.S.O. 

SEA GOING IN THE SEVENTIES. 

November 26. Exchange Street East 
ADJOUBNED SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL l!EETING. 

Adoption of Revised Constitution and Rules. 

53. December 17. Open Soiree. Common Hall 

54. January 14. T '48 Common Hall 
Paper No.31. Alex.M.Fletcher, B.Sc. 

Sl'EAM AT SEA. 

55. February 11. T '48 Common Hall 
Paper No.)2. Keith P. Lewis. 

MINIATURE SHIP MODELS. 

T indicates the data the paper was printed in Transactions. 

* Incorporated in "Brocklebanks 177Q-1950" by John Frederick 
Gibson, and acknowledged in the preface. 



21. 

56. March 11. Ccmnon Hall 
Illustrated Lecture. John S.Rees and 

E.Cuthbert Woods, F.R.Hist.S. 
BUILDING OF THE SMALLS LIGHTHOUSE. * 

57. May 21. Birkenhead 
Visit to Cammell Lairds' Shipyards. 

58. September 30. "Landfall~~ 

EIGHTH ANNUAL GEl~RAL MEETING. 

59· October 14. T '49/50 "Landfall" 
Paper No.33. John S. Rees. 

THE FIRST AND SUBSEQPENT CHESHIRE LIGHTHOUSES. 

60. November 11. "Landfall" 
Paper No. 34. John Smart • 

THE FORG<Y.l'TEN FLEET. ** 

61. December 9· "Landfall" 
Illustrated Lecture and Discussion. 

W. McQ. Mather. 
SHIP MODEL TYPES. 

62. January 13. "Landfall" 
Film Show provided by Central Office of Information. 

63. February 14. "Land:f'all" 
Lecture. Dr.C .Northcote Parkinson, M.A. 
IUSE OF THE PO!lr OF LIVERPOOL. *** 

T indicates the date the paper was printed in Transactions. 

* Originally read to the Historic Society of Lancashire & 
Cheshire and printed in thoir Transactions. Vol.lOO, 1948. 

** Subsequently published as "Mersey Training Ships" in Sea 
Breezes., May, 1953. 

*** Being extracts from a book of the same name subsequently 
published by him. 
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64. March 14. 
Open Soiree, including short paper on 
BIDSTON TELEGRAPHS by Alex.M.Fletcher, B.Sc. 

"Landfall" 

65- October 18. T '49/50 "Landfall" 
NINTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by: 
Paper No.35· Miss E.B.Saxton, M.A. 

LIBRARIES AND RESEARCH. 

66. November 15. "Landfall" 
Captain A.O.M.Cooper. Lecture. 

SAILING SHIP DAYSo 

67. December 6. "Landfall" 
Lecture. R.G.Nixon. 

WILLI.AM HUTCHINSON, DOCK MASTER. 

68. January 12. "Landfall" 
Film Show provided by Central Office of Informatione 

69. February 16. T '49/50 "Landfall" 
Paper No.36. Captain H.F.Pettit. 

THE SOUTH AMERICAN MEAT TRADE. 

70. March 16. T 149/50 "Landfall" 
Paper No.37. Captain A.Henderson. 

TUGBOATS. 

71. October 19. 
TENTH ANNUAL GENEBAL MEETING (Adjourned) • 
Formation of an emergency Committee. This 
Committee met at 28 Exchange Street East, 
on November ·9th, and plans for the expansion 
of the Society were formulated for presenta
tion to the Adjourned Annual General Meeting. 

Boot le 

T indicates the date the paper was printed in Transactions. 
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72. December 1· Ocean Club 
ADJOURNED TENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETlllG. 

To approve the findings of the emergency Ccmni ttee. 

!m 
73. January 11. T '51/52 Ocean Club 

Paper No.38 Michael M. Smye. 
A HUNDRED YEARS OF WEST AFRICAN SHIPPING. 
THE SERVICES OF THE ELDER DEMPSTER LillES. 

14· February 8. T '51/52 Ocean Club 
Paper No.39. Keith P. Lewis. 

SOME NOTES ON THE PORr OF HOLYBEAD. 

75. March 14. T '51/52 Ocean Club 
Paper No.40. A.S.Mountfield. 

NOTES ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF THE 
PORT OF LIVERPOOL. 

76. April 4. Ocean Club 
Illustrated Lecture. W.B.Hallam. 

Sin: PS OF THE WHITE STAR LINE. 

77. May 17. Gladstone Dock: 
Visit to Port Radar Station. 

78. October 17. Ocean Club 
ElEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

19· November 14. T '52/53 Ocean Club 
Paper No.41. John S. Rees. 

GILL'S CHANNEL. 

Bo. December 12. T '52/53 Ocean Club 
Paper No.42. J. w. Foley. 

THREE LIVERPOOL WORI'HIES. 

T indicates the date the Paper was printed in Transactions. 
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122l 
81. January 9· T '52/53 Ocean Club 

Paper No.43· Guy R. Sloman. 
S<Jm lESSER-KNOWN LIVERPOOL SHIPPING COMPANIES. 

82. February 13. . . Ocean Club 
Open Soiree, including contr1but~ons by 
E.Cuthbert Woods, F.R.Hist.S., John Smart, 

and R.B. Summerfield. 

83. March 13. T 152/53 Ocean Club 
Paper No.44. J .H.Hodson, B.A. 
SOME ASPECTS OF THE LIVERPOOL SLAVE TRADE. 

84. April 10. T '52/53 Ocean Club 
Paper No.45. D.B.Cochrane, A.S.A.A. 

SOME NORrH LANCASIITRE SEAPORrS • 

85. October 13. "Landfall" 
TWELF'rH ANNUAL GENERAL :MEETING. 

86. llovember 10. * ,.Landfall" 
Paper No.46. Captain E.W.C.Beggs. 

LOOKING BACK. 

87. December 9· * "Landfall" 
Illustrated Lecture. E. Jones. 

MEBSEY MEMORIES. 

88. January 12. * "Landfall" 
Paper No.47. Major E.H.Pattinson. 

WINDERMERE STEAMERS. 

The February meeting was cancelled owing to heavy snow. 

T indicates the date the paper was printed in Transactions. 

* Arrangements are in hand for the printing of Transactions 
for the season 1953/54 and 1954755 in one volume. 
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.!.22.4 
89. March 9. * "Landfall'' 

Paper No.48. Captain Geo.Ayre, F.R.G.S.,A.I.H.A. 
T~ LIFEBOAT SERVICE 

90. April 13. "l..cL"!dfall" 
Open Discussion GUEST SPEAKEP~; 
Captain G.W.Whitman and Lieut.Brian Fraser~ R.N.R. 

SffiPPING CASUALTIES, SALVAGE, BESCUE ~"'D PREVENTION. 

91. October l4o ''Landfall 11 

THIRI'EEl~H AUNUAL GENERAL MEETrnG. 

92. November 11. "Landfall" 
Paper No.49· A. N. Ryan, M.A. 

THE l1AVY IN lmLSON'S TIME. 

93. December 9· * "Landfall" 
Paper No.50. E. W. /u-gyle. 

RESEARCH ON SHIP STAMPS. 

1.222 
94· January 13. * "Landfall" 

Paper No.51. E.Cuthbert Woods, F.R.Hist.S. 
and John S. Rees. 

WAS THE BIVER lillr (FORMBY) EVER il. POSSIBlE RIVAL TO 
THE RIVER MERSEY FOR THE FIRST DOCK. 

95. Fe bruacy 10. "Landf'a.ll" 
Open Soiree and Display of Marit~e Exhibits including 

pen and ink sketches by P.S.P. ~·lorter, A.R.I.B.A., 
and George Dickinson, Editor of "Sea Breezes". 

96. March 10. * "Landfall" 
Paper No.52. John R.Biglands, F.C.I.I., J.P. 

MARINE INSURANCE • 

97. April 14. * "Landfall" 
Paper No.53. Roderiak A.Stephenson, A.M.I.C.E. 

TB& DEVELO:ruENI' OF THE LIVERPOOL DOCK SYSTEM. 

* Arrangements are in hand for the printing of Transactions for 
the season 1953/54 and 1954/55 in one volume. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS, CORRECTED TO MID-NOVEMBER, 1955· 

Should there be any inaccuracy or omission please notify the 
Hon.Secretary, C/o 28 Exchange Street East, Liverpool 2. 

F. Founder-Member. * Member 1942 or earlier. 

JJ)AMS 51 T. W. 82 Queen Street, Kensington, Johannesburg, S.A. 

AYBEs Captain George, F.R.G.S., A.I.N.A., 
37 Egremont Promenade, Wallasey. 

BANKES, Captain W., 5 Brunswick Parade, Waterloo, Liverpool 22. 

* BATHE, B. U. , 42 Deane Croft Road, Eastcote, Middlesex. 

BEAL, A.W., "Shels1ey", 23 Bendee Road, Neston, \7irral,Ches. 

BEkRD, Captain J., D.S.C., 57a Liverpool Road, Southport. 

BEGGS, Captain E. il.C., 12 Kirk:way, Wallasey. 

BETHELL, J., 17 Blundells Drive, Moreton, Wirral, Cheshire. 

BLA.CKBUBU, C .J. , 28 Rock Lane East, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead. 

BLAlll), A.L., F.R.S.A., c/o Rea Limited, Pacific Building, 
James Street, Liverpool, 2. 

BROCKIEBANK, Uorman, 21 Bridle Aven~e, \7allasey. 

CHUEB, Captain H.J., "Seinban", 4 Uestbourne Grove, 
West Kirby, Ylirra1, Cheshire. 

* CLABKE , P .J. , Eyarth Hall, Rutbin, Denbighshire. 

COCHRA.NE, D.B., A.S.A.A., 35 Newton Road, Ashton, Preston, Lancs. 

CCXYAE, R.F., 53 Greenbank Road, Birkenhead. 

* COHIE'Pl', ii.Ernest, Vice-President. 
1 Crosshall Street, Liverpool. 



27. 

CRAINE, Lt.Cdr.J.H., R.N.R.(Rtd.), 
271 Scott Ellis Gardens, St.John's Wood, London H.ti.8. 

DODGE, Mi~s J.N., R.N.L.I., 1 Rumford Street, Liverpool, 2. 

ELL! SON, H .C. , 16 Brentwood Ave., Great Crosby, Liverpool, 23. 

FARR, Gra.hame E. , 3 Horseshoe Drive, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, 9. 

* FIIITGAN, G.Lysaght, Vice-President, 
Direct Publicity Co.Ltd., 42 Stanley St., Liverpool. 

FINIGAlq, Col.J.L., D.S.O., T.D., J.P., 
42 Stanley Street, Liverpool. 

FIETCHER, !~lax. M., B.Sc., 24 Radnor Drive, Bootle, Liverpool 20. 

GIBSON, Geo., 103 Crosthwai te Avenue, Eastham, Wir:ral. 

GREEN, K. W. , "The Dutch House", Dale End, Barnston, Wirral. 

GREEN, L.E., P.O. Box 1242, Johannesburg, S.A. 

* GREENVlOOD, N .H., 11Tremorfa", Herkomer Crescent, Great Ormes Road, 
Llandudno. 

* HAYES, W., 

HILL, H.R., 

"Brackenridge", Cefn Bychan Road, Pantymwyn, 
Mold, Flints. 

9 Southcroft Road, Wallasey. 

HOCKADAY, H.H., 15 Inca J~venue, Crosby, Liverpool, 23. 

HODSON, J.H., B.A., 11 Alexander Drive, Liverpool, 17. 

HOPE, Miss E.M., c/o Summerfield & Lang Ltd., 28 Exchange Street 
East, Liverpool , 2. {Hon. Member) • 

F HOPKINS, K., F.L.A., F.R.Econ.S., Cormnercial and Local Govertlilent 
Reference and Lending Library, Derby House, L'pool 2. 
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HORNEY, Jas.Vlm., 28 Denebank Road, Anfie1d, Liverpool, 4· 

HOWA.RD, G.F., Ph.D., "Yew Bank", Buxton Old Rd., Disley, Ches. 

HOiARD-W~SON, J.A., F.R.G.S., F.R.S.Lit., F.R.Hist.S., 
"Be11a Vista", Nicholas Road, Blundellsands, 23. 

J~\RVIS, Rupert c., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., Library & Museum, 
"King's Beam H~use 11 , London E.C.3. 

JOims, E., 25 Edgemond Street, Wallasey. 

JOHNSON, Captain B.L., C.B.E., D.S.O., 
1111, West Georgia St., Vancouver 5, Canada. 

* KENNEDY, Nigel W., F.R.S.A., F.G.A., M.N.S., A.M.Inat.R., 
''Fox Covert", Foxcovers Rd., Lr.Bebington, Ches. 

KIDmE, G.A., 136 Roe Lane, Southport, Lancs. 

KIDDIE, Gordon, 136 Roe Lane , Southport , Lanes. 

LAIBD, T., The Cunard Steamship Co.Ltd., 
Cunard Building,· Liverpool, 3. 

IJillEY, W .H. , 703 Tower Building, Liverpool, 3. 

IEm:s, Keith P., 20 Morecroft Road, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead. 

MARSHA.LL, Wm. , 15 Handfield Road, Waterloo, Liverpool, 22. 

MARSHALL, Mrs.Wm., 15 Handfield Road, Waterloo, Liverpool, 22. 

MORGAN, B., 7 Lothair Road, Liverpool, 4. 

MOSSMAN, Miss L., S.R.M., 345 Queens Drive, Liverpool, 4. 

14dlABUS, E.P., 8 Harboard·Road1 Waterloo, Liverpool, 22. 

PATTINSON, Major E .H., "Quarry Howe", Bowness-on-Vlindermere. 

PEACOCK, A., "Herm", Priory Road, West Kirby, Cheshire. 
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PECK, H., 3 ~7cstbourne Crescent, Barrow-in-FurrJ.Css, Lanca. 

PENNY, Keith, B.A., Tho Australian National University, Box 4, 
G.P.O., Canberra, A.C.T. 

QU:LNN' J •' 735 Queens Drive, Stoneycroft 7 Liverpool, 13. 

RA!l:JE, W .P., 11 Rumford Street, Liverpool, 2. 

REES, Derek S., 139 Booker Av·enue, Mossley Hill, Liverpool 18. 

F BEES, John S., Vice-President, 
13 Kimberley Drive~ Uaterloo, Liverpool, 23. 

ROUFFIGNAC, Captain J., 113 North BarcOI!lbe Road, Liverpool 16. 

F ROYDEN, Sir Ernest B., Bart., President. 
"Hill Bark", Frank by, ;Jest Kirby, Cheshire. 

RYAN, A.N., M.A., Department of Modern History, Uni. versi ty, 
Liverpool, 3. 

* SAXTON, Miss E.B., M.A., A.L.A., 
72 Alexandra Road, Liverpool, 23. 

SCHOFIELD, M.M., M.A., 272 Liverpool Road, Hough Green, rildnes. 

SEBJEANI', W.R., 51 Catharine Street, Liverpool, 8. 

SLOMAN, G.R., 39 The Oval, Wallasey. 

* SMARI' ~ J • ' 16 Sandiways Road, Wallasey. 

SMITH, R.B., 3 Water Street, Birkenhcad. 

* SMITH, R.Martin, 19 Williamson Square, Liverpool, 1. 

* STEPHEllSON, Major W.H., O.B.E., J .P. 
5 Park Crescent, Southport, Lancs. 

* SUMMERF!ELD, R.B., 28 Exchange Street East, Liverpool, 2. 



T~lLOR, H.A., 

TruE~LL, H.C., 

30. 

Flat 3, ''Beechside", Beech Lane, Menlove 1'~ve ·, 
Liverpool, 18. 

47 Lowndes Square, London, S.W.l. 

TOWNSEND, C.E.C., T.D., B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.I.C.E., 
10 Gravel Hill, Addington, Croyden, Surrey. 

TOZER, R.D., 21 Gambier Terrace, Hope Street, Liverpool 3. 

VA.UGHAN, Captain C .\7., "Ravensmeols", Priory Rd., West Kirby,. 
Cheshire. 

wALSR, G.J., 149 Level Road, Liverpool, 19. 

TIARD, Eric L., 23 De Vil1iers Avenue, Liverpool, 23. 

~JHrl'E, A.J., 4 Kempson Terrace, Bebington, Cheshire. 

rl!~AMS, J.W., 23 Cranfield Road, Great Crosby, Liverpool 23. 

ffiLLIRMS, Os good, Pea body lluseurn, Essex Street , Sal em, Mass. , 
u.s.A. 

UILSON, Miss E .K., F .L.A., Picton Reference Library, \7il1iam 
Brown Street, Liverpool, 3. 

* ~Olill, C .A., Dutton Hospital, Preston Brook, Nr.\1arrington. 

d00DS, E.Cuthbert, L.D.S., R.C.S.Eng., F.R.Hist.S., Vice-President, 
"Green Gables", Bowness-on-flindermerc. 

UOOLI.J.ill, J. V., M.P., 25 Queenscourt Road, Liverpool, 12. 

'ilORI'HY, E .A. , 20 Bridle Avenue, Wallasey. 

'iORI'HY, Mrs .E .A., 20 Bridle Avenue, Vlallasey. 
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Libraries subscribing to the Society's Transactior..s 

BEBINGTOli 

BIRKENHEAD 

Boor LE 

BBISTOL 

GIASGOU 

LANCASTER 

UVERPOOL 

Mayor Public Library, Bebington. 
ilro. Lowndcs Esq., A.L.A., Librarian. 

Central Library, Birkenhead. 
Gco.Stratton Esq., Librarian & Curator. 

Central Public Library, Oriel Road, Boot le, 
Liverpool, 20. 

A.R. Hardman Esq., Director. 

Central Library, College Green, Bristol. 
il.S. Haugh Esq., B.A., F.L.l~., City 

Librarian. 

The lli tchel Library, North St., Glasgow. 
A .B. Paters on Esq. , City Li bra._T'ian. 

Central Public Library~ Market Square , 
Lancaster. 

E .H. Lowe Esq., F .L.A., City Librarian. 

Central ~braries, William Brown Street, 
Liverpool, 3. 

G.Chandler, M.A., Ph.D., F.L.A., 
F.R.Hist.s., City Librarian. 

LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY Liverpool University Library, Liverpool 3. 

ST. HElENS 

SOUTHPORT 

K. Povey Esq., ll.A., Librarian. 

Central Library, St.Helens. 
H.C. Caister Esq., Chief Librarian. 

Atkinson Central Library, Lord Street, 
Southport.· 

B.T .W. Stevenson Esq., M.A., F .L.A., 
Librarian. 



u.s.A. 

U.S.A.. 

WALLA.SEY 

WIDNES 
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Harvard College Library, c/o E.G.Allen & 
Sons Ltd., 12/14 Grape Street, Shaftesbur.y 

Avenue, London, W.C.2. 

The 11ariners' Museum, Newport News, Virginia, 
U.S.A. 

John L. Lockhead Esq., Librarian. 

Central Library, Earlston Road, l/allasey. 
L. White Esq., F.L.A., Chief Librarian. 

Public Library, Victoria Road, Widnes, Lancs. 
E.T. Bryant Esq., F.L.A., Librarian. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

MEMBERSIUP, MID-NOVEMBER 1955. 

Local Members . . . . . . 65 

Country Members • • 16 

Overseas Members • • 5 

Libraries . . . 14 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Since the foregoing was compiled, the Manx Museum 

Library, Douglas, I .O.M., has becane a subscriber. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Members are reminded that they have the privilege of 

bringing a guest to any of the meetings, and it is hoped that 
full advantage will be taken of this facility, with the object 
of increasing membership. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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THE WAY AHEAD 

In the preceding pages you will have read of the as:piratior.s 
of the Founder Members of this Society, and how some of the wor.t: 
on which they embarked has been accomplished. 

Now to the future: This Society, although largely a techni
cal Society, has something to offer in current maritime affairs, 
as well as plenty of work in connection with the past. 

There is still a great deal of research work to be done; 
information to be collected ~~d records completed. Fresh facts 
come to light and existing records need revision. 

Our research into the past is tempered with a current inter
est in the activities of the Port of Liverpool, and the ships 
which sail from the Mersey Estuar,y today. 

We intersperse the more serious papers with lectures in 
lighter vein, and discussion on topical subjects. 

But our aim is always the same: to record fact. The record 
of today is the history of tomorrow. 

We have it on the authority of Mr. R.C. Jarvis, F.S.A., 
F.R.Hist.S., Librarian to H.M. Customs & Excise, that Liverpool 
possesses the most complete shipping-register records in the 
United Kingdom, and this fact, which inspired the Founders of 
this Society, must be the inspiration of the yo~~er research 
workers of today. 

This booklet, therefore, is written not only for the present 
members of the Society who may not have been aware of its early 
history, but is addressed to a greater audience. We are worthy of 
more support, not only from those merely interested in ships, but 
from those whose livelihood, or duty, lies on or by the sea. 

The sea is our lifeblood, and this Society confidently. loOks 
to the many commercial companies engaged in shipbuilding and ship 
repairing, shipowning and managing, importing and exporting, and 
to the many trades concerned with the sea, to support and encour
age our activities, and enable us to fulfil the aims of our 
Constitution, set out on page ten. 
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To those readers who are not members, we would remind you 
that our subscription for individual members is truly modest: 
Ten shillings annually, and your support and co-operation is 
invited. 

Increased support from commercial companies 1 however, 
would enable the Society to expand and so provide Liverpool not 
only with further records of her maritime history, but would 
ensure a strong local nautical research society, kno\vn the 
world over for the value of its work. 

Details as to how this can be achieved will gladly be given 
by the Chairman if firms willing to encourage and support 
further research in ~vcrpool ¥dll communicate with him at 
28 Exchange Street East, Liverpool, 2. 

******** 
Through the kindness of the Uaster and Commi ttec of the 

Merseyside Master Mariners' Club, the Society has, for some 
tioe, held its meetings on board the club ship 11Landfall", 
berthed permanently in Canning Dock. These comfortable quarters 
provide just the right atmosphere for maritime matters, and this 
gesture is greatly appreciated by the Members of the Society. 

******** 
On Wednesday, 7th December, 1955, the Society will hold 

its One Hundredth Meeting, a fact which inspired this booklet. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. G. Chandler, M.A., City Librar
ian, and with the kind permission of the Libraries & Reading 
Rooms Sub-committee of the Liverpool City Council, Chairman, 
COWlcillor Lewis Edward.s, this meeting will be held in the 
Picton Reference Library, William Brown Street, Liverpool, when 
Mr. Frank G.G. Carr, C .B.E., M.A., Ll.B., Director of the 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, will address the Society. 

******** 



LIVERPOOL NAUTICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
(Founded 1938) 

Revised Constitution and Rules 
adopted the 26th of November, 1948 

(with subsequent amendments) 

CONSTITUTION 

1. The objects of the Society are :-

(a) to encourag8 interest in the history of shipping 
(particuLarly local shipping) by collecting ~~d 
collating material relating thereto; 

(b) to undertake an historical survey of Liverpool vessels, 
their builders, owners and masters; 

(c) to disseminate such information by publications or by 
any other available means; 

(d) to co-operate in every suitable w~ with other 
organisations in Liverpool or elsewhere having 
similar or cognate objects; 

(e) to encourage the making and collection of scale ship 
models, and their exhibition, 

2. Membership of the Society shall be open to all persons 
interested in the objects of the Society who are elected in 
accordance with the Rules and p~ the Subscription fixed 
from time to time, together with those appointed ~~der 
Section 5 of the Constitution. 

3. The affairs of the Society shall be managed by a Council 
who shall carry out the policy of the Society as decided at 
each Annual or other General Meetil1g, and shall report its 
proceedings to the next subsequent General Meeting. 

4. The Council shall consist of the following officers:

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Archivist, and five 
other members, all of whom shall be elected at the 
Annual General Meeting. 
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6. 

The Council m~ nominate a President, Vice-P~esidents, and 
Honorary Members, for appointment by the Soc~ety at ~y Gen
eral Meeting, provided that in the case of V1ce-P:es1dents, 
not more than four shall hold office at any one t1me. These 
appointments shall not be subject to annual election, and the 
President and Vice-Presidents shall be Ex-Officio Members of 
the Council. 

This Constitution shall not be altered except at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Society, after due notice in accord
ance with the Rules. 

* * * * * * * * * 
R U L E S 

1. Application for Membership shall be considered by the Council 
and submitted to the next General Meeting for approval. 

2. The financial year of the Society shall end on the 31st of 
March, but subscriptions for that year shall be due on the 
previous 1st of September. At the Council Meeting immedi
ately prior to the Annual General Meeting, the Treasurer 
shall read out the name of any member whose subscription has 
not been paid for the previous year. The Council shall have 
the power to fix a special subscription in respect of any 
publications of the Society, subject to approval of a general 
meeting. 

Change of financial year end, from the 31st 
of August, authorised at the Annual General 
Meeting on the 9th October, 1958. 

3. The Annual General Meeting shall be held in April, and not 
less than seven days• notice in writing shall be given, 
stating the business to be transacted. 

Change of month, from October, authorised at 
the Annual General Meeting on the 9th of 
October, 1958. 



4. The business to be transacted at the Annual Gerjeral il8e;tir~ 
shall be:-

(a) to receive the annual report of the Council; 

(b) to receive the annual report of the Treasurer together 
with the audited accounts; 

(c) to elect the Officers of the Council together with the 
five other members of the Council; 

(d) to transact such other business as shall have been 
notified in the circular convening the meeting. 

5. Nominations for election as Officers of the Society m~ be 
made by any member in writing to the Secretary, prior to the 
commencement of the Annual General Meeting, provided that the 
nominee has signified in writing, or in person, his or her 
readiness to serve. Members of the Council may be nominated 
during the meeting, if the nominee signifies his or her 
agreement. 

6. The Council shall meet not less than four times a year, five 
members being a quorum. All members of the Council shall be 
given seven days' notice thereof in writing. The Agenda for 
each Council Meeting shall be drawn up by the Secretar,y 
after consultation with the Chairman. 

1. The Council may appoint Ad Hoc Sub-Committees, as may be 
found desirable. Sub-Committees shall report their proceed
ings to the next Council Meeting, and shall cease to function 
after the Council Meeting immediately prior to the Annual 
General Meeting. The Council shall have the power to fill 
any unforeseen vacancies. Persons so appointed shall hold 
office for the same period as those they replace would have 
held office. 

8. The Chairman shall be empowered to take emergency action when 
necessary but shall first consult two other members of the 
Council. Any action taken to be reported within 21 d~s to a 
meeting of the Council called in accordance with the rules. 

9. The Council shall arrange a syllabus of papers to be read at 
General Meetings of the Society which will be held from time 
to time throughout the session. 
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12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Members shall be entitled to not less than seven days' 
notice in writing of each General Meeting, stating the 
business to be transacted. 

At all General Meetings, eight shall constitute a quorum, 
of whom at least four shall be ordinary members. 

At all meetlllgs of the Society, or of the Council, in the 
absence of the Chairman, or cmy prior arrangement, the Chair 
shall be taken by the senior member of the Council present. 

The author of any paper read before the Society shall 
supply a copy to the Archivist which shall be available 
to the members of the Society. 

The annual subscription for the ensuing year shall be 
fixed at the Annual General Meeting of the Society. 

No alteration of these rules shall be made except at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Society called in accord
ance with Rule 3. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
SUBSCRIJ>TION 

By resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting on the 
13th of October, 1953, the annual subscription for all members 
under 21 was fixed at five shillings. 

The annual subscription of ten shillings for members 
other than those under 21, was increased to one pound at the 
Annual General Meeting of October 1957, the increase to apply 
to the Season 1958/59. · 

At the Annual General Meeting held on the 28th of April, 
1960, it was agreed that the annual subscription of one pound 
should only apply to local members, living within a 40 mile 
radius of Liverpool; to overseas members and to subscribing 
libraries. The ~~ual subscription of country members reverted 
to ten shillings, as from the 1st of September 1960. 

At the same Annual General Meeting, a 'Husband and Wife' 
membership was instituted, at a joint annual subscription of 
one pound, seven shillings and sixpence, to be retrospective 
to the 1st of September 1958. 



LIVERPOOL NAuriCAL RESEARCH SOCI:m'Y 

"IN RETROSPECT 1938-1955" 

Add.i tions, corrections and deletions. 

ADDITIONS 

BARI'ON, Peter 

CALDER, P.R. 

JULY 1956 

14 Hardwick Avenue, Middlesbrough, Yorks. 

38 Wentworth Road, Melrose, Massachusetts, 
u.s.A. 

CHAPMAN, Dennis, Ph.D., B.Sc. (Econ.)., 
Flat 2, 7 Mossley Hill Drive, Liverpool,.l7. 

DEAN, A.S., M.B.E., 76 Darby Road, Grassendale, Liverpool, 19. 

DOVEY, Hugh, M.A., M.B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
256 Eaton Road, Liverpool, 12. 

EASTWOOD, William H., B.Eng., A.I.N.A., 
"Flea Moss House 11 , Elmcroft Lane, 
Hightown, Liverpool. 

EWAHr, Captain R. V. , "Mylomene", 43 Little Crosby Road, 
Liverpool, 23. 

HAGUE, D. J. K. , 12A Moorfield.s, Liverpool, 2. 

JONES, H. c., A.I.c.s., J. s. Jones & Co., 
11 Rumford Street, Liverpool, 3. 

JONES, Captain R. L., M.B.E., ''Meadow View", 
Tregele, Cemaes Bay, Anglesey. 

LEWIS, Professor Michael A., C.B.E., M.A., F.S.A., 
F.R.Hist.s., 36 Dartmouth Row, 
Greenwich, London, S.E.lO. 



2. 

MESSER Edwi.n A., Box No.56, Post Office, Mt. Gambier, 
' South Australia. 

PAGET-TOMLINSON, E.W., B.A., Summerhill, Nr. Ulverston, 
Lancs. 

FELLING, J .L. , 

ROY, Ian B., 

c/o T. Bickerstaff & Son, 
A9, Queen Insurance Buildings, Dale Street, 
Liverpool , 2. 

8 Fairfield Road, Broughty Ferry, Dundee. 

SAWERS, Arthur R., c/o Chesley & Co., 105 South La Salle Street, 
Chicago 3, Illinois, U.S.A. 

SIMPSON, J. Eo H., B. Eng., A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.Struct.E., 
1 Cavendi.sh Gardens, Devonshire Road, 
Liverpool, 8. 

SMITH, J. F., ll.A., F.R.S.A., 20 Gwydrin Road, Calderstones, 
Liverpool, 18. 

TAPSON, Wm., 21 Mersey Road, Liverpool, 23. 

TUNNOCK, A. K., M.A., A.C.A., 11Gwylannedd", 
Penmaenmawr, North Wales. 

WNI-rS, F.C., :M.I.Mes., 7 Fifth Avenue, Northville, 
Bristol, 7. 

WILLIAMS, Norman A., C .C., Gord.on Smith Institute for Seamen, 
96 Paradise Street, Liverpool, 1. 

**************** 



F. 

SUBSCRIBERS. 

CROSBY 

I. 0. M. 

LONDON 

SAILING TIME 

CORRECTIONS 

ADAMS, T. W. 

REES, John S. 

DELETIONS 

3. 

Public Library, Crosby, 
Miss Jean F. H. Ballantyne, A.L.A., 
Borough Librarian. 

Manx Museum Library, Douglas, Isle of Man. 
B. R. S. Megan, Esq., Director & Librarian. 

The Parker Gallery, 2 Albemarle Street, 
London, W.l. 
Captain H. Parker, F.R.G.D., F.R.Hist.S. 

Pallant Publications Ltd., 
14 St. Martin's Street, Chichester, Sussex. 
M. G. Duff, Esq., Editor. 

******** 

New address c/o A. Plein & Co. Ltd., 
P.O. Box 3239, Cape 'l'own, South Africa. 

Corrected address. 13 Kimberley Drive, 
Great Crosby, Liverpool, 23. 

******* 

BANKES, Captain W. 
BEGGS, Captain E. W. G. 
BEI'HELL, J • 

Deceased. 
11 

Resigned. 
DODGE, Miss J. N. 
HOBNBY, J. W. 

n 

" 
************ 
MEMBERSHIP, JULY 1956. 

Local Members ............................. 72. 

Country Members ·····~··················· 23. 
Overseas Members •••••••••••••••••••••••• 8. 
Libraries, &c ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18. 



.!.2.22. 

4. 
CONI'INUATION OF RECORD OF MEEI'INGS HELD, 

WITH TITLES OF PAPERS AND LECTURES • 

98. October 13. "Landfall" 
FOURI'EENI'H ANNUAL GENERAL MEEriNG 

99· 1-Tovember 10. * "Landfall" 
Paper No.54 A. N. Ryan, M.A. 
THE ROYAL NAVY AND THE DEFEAT OF 

NAPOlEON. 

100. December 1. Hornby Library' Liverpool 
Frank G.G. Carr, C.B.E., M.A., LL.B., 

Director of the National Maritime Museum. 
NAUTICAL RESEARCH. 

1956 

101. January 12. * 11Landfall" 
Paper No.55. Rupert C.Jarvis, F.S.A. ,F.R.Hist.S. 

THE ALABAMA CASE 
(Read in absentia by the Chairman) 

102. February 9· "Landfall" 

103. 1iarch 8. 

104. ll.pril 12. 

An exhibition of Marine Photography by 
Stewart Bale Ltd. , Liverpool, who were 
represented by R. J. Hughes, A.I.B.P. 

* "Landfall" 
Paper No.56. Maurice M. Schofield, M.A. 
LANCASTER. WEST INDIAN COMPETITION 

OF LIVERPOOL, 1680 - 1815. 

* 
Paper No.57. B. W. Bathe. 
THE SIITPPING GALLERIES OF THE SCIENCE 

MUSEUM, LONDON. 
With special reference to the 

Models of Liverpool Ships. 
(Read in absentia by the Chair.man)c 

"Landfall" 

* These papers will appear in Transactions at a later date. 



LIVERPOOL NAUTICAL RESEARCH SOCIETI'Y 

"IN RETROSPECT 1938-1955" 

Additions, corrections and deletions. 
(second issue) 

OCI'OJER 1957 

ADDITIONS 

53 Greenbank Road, Birkenhead. 

DISHMAN, G.W.D., B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., 

HARRISON, Norman, 

14 Castle Street, Liverpool 2. 

c/o Wakefield/Dick Industrial Oils Ltd., 
20 Chapel Street, Liverpool 3. 

HARRISON, Walter L.S., 37 Noctorum Avenue, Birkenhead. 

:EIIDffiY, F .J • , 4 Norwood Avenue, Litherland, Liverpool 21. 

HUGHES, David 188 Wheatland Lane, Seacombe, Wallasey. 

LEE, Richard M., A.I.N.A., 13 Hastings Place, Lytham, Lancs. 

LENTON, James N., 183 Bowring Park Road, Liverpool 14. 

McCLELLAND, Alan H., 3 Myrtle Grove, Waterloo, Liverpool 22. 

McKITTRICK, J .L., 129 The Albany, Old Hall Street, Liverpool. 

RATHBONE, Kenneth C., A.I .N .A., M.I .N., 
69 Winstanley Road, Sale, Cheshire. 

STEPHENSON, Roderick A., M.Eng., M.I.C.E., 
7 Gerard Road, West Kirby, Wirral. 

VEIDTON, A.H., 11 Castle Drive, Heswall, Cheshire. 

* * * * * * * * * 



2. 

SUBSCHIBERS. 

LANCl~RE & CHESHIRE 
HISTORIC SOCIErY. 

wm. G. H. Jones, A.I.B., 
11 \7roxham Drive , U pt on, Td irral. 

COHRECTIONS. 

TJ.-YLOR, H.A., 

SERJE.iiliT , w. R. 

SLC1Llli, G.R. 

HAYES, Vi. 

BLAND, .A.. L. 

DELETIONS. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Address: 9 Calderstones Road, Liverpool 18. 

New Address: c/o Manx Museum Library, Douglas, 
I .O.M. 

New Address: 4 Maple Avenue, Newton Mearns, 
Glasgow. 

New Address: 2 Oxcroft Estate, Mansfield Road, 
Creswell, Near fforksop, Notts. 

New ll-ddress: Little Meadow, Paice Lane, Medstead, 
Hants. 

*********** 

~H, George J. Resigned. 

GREEN, K. f:. n 

PEN1IT, Kei th " 
SllLING TIME Ceased publication. 

MEMBERSHIP 9 OCTOBER 1957 

Local Members •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 79 

Country Members •••••••••••••••••••••••• 27 

Overseas Members ••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 

Libraries, &c •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 

(The paid up membership in September 1951 was 42) 



1956 

105. October 

3. 

CONTllJUATION OF RECORD OF MEEI'INGS HELD, 
H!TH TITLES OF PAPERS li.ND lECTURES. 

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL GENERJi.L MEEn'ING 
"Lar.dfall" 

106. November 16, * "Landfall" 

107. December 

1957 

108 • J anua.ry 10 , 

109. February 14, 

110. March 14, 

111. April 

Paper No.58. J .A.Howard-watson 
THE OFFICE & JURISDICTION OF THE 
LORD HIGH AimRJU, JUID THE ADMIRALTY. 

* 
Paper No.59. John S. Rees & 

·E.Cuthbert Uoods. 
SEACOMBE SHIP YARDS. 

* 
Paper No.60. T. D. Tozer 

SOME MINOR MERSEY PORTS. 

H.A. Tay1or, M.A. 
LECTUBE & EXHIBITION OF PBINTS, 
PHarOGRAPHS JJID SLIDES ABOUT THE 
DOCKERS, THE WAREHOUSES AND THE 

OLD DWELLlliGS OF LIVERPOOL. 

* 
Paper No.61. Dr. F.F. Hyde 

THE HOLT FLEET, 

* 
Paper No.62. w. Eric Sutton 
THE RIVER & APPROACHES TO THE PORI' • 

{illustrated by coloured slides) 

''Landfall'' 

"Landfall" 

11 Landfall" 

"Landfall" 

11 Landfall" 

* These papers will appear in Transactions at a later date. 



ARCHIVES 

Oring to difficulty in storage and the unsuitability for 
ready reference of many of our manuscript and typescript books, 
the possessions of the Society have not been readily available 
to members for some years. 

ilil endeavour is being made to remedy this state of affairs 
and the bulk of the books and papers belonging to the Society 
are now deposited at 28 Exchange Street East. They are thus 
more accessible and are gradually being put in such form that 
they can be inspected at this address or taken on loan for study 
at home. 

A preliminary list of those available is given below and 
enquJ.r~es are invited from members who may wish to consult or 
borrow any of them. 

BroCklebariks 1770-1950. J.F.Gibson 1953 
A history in two volumes of Thos .& Jno .Brocklebank Ltd. 

Blue Funnel. Francis E.Hyde 1956 
A history of Alfred Holt & Co., Liverpool, 1865-1914. 

Chepstow Ships. Grahame E.Farr 1954 
A record of ships built or registered at Chepstow. 

History of the Liverpool Pilotage Service. John S .Rees. 1949 
Thos.Royd.en & Sons. Sir Ernest Royden, Bart. 1953 

A history of their shipbuilding activities, 1818-1893. 
The Naval Chronicle. A general and biographical 

History of the Royal Navy. 36 Volumes. 1799-1818. 
The Henry Huddleston Rogers Collection of Ship Models. 1954 

A well illustrated catalogue of this famous American collection. 

Port of London Guide. Frank C. Bowen 1955 
A comprehensive survey of the trade & facilities of the Port. 

-;;est Country Passenger Steamers. Grahame E. Farr 

The Customs House, Liverpool. Eric H. Rideout 

Thomas Steers, A Memoir. Henry Peet 
The Engineer of Liverpool's first dock. 

1956 
1926 
1932 

The Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire & Cheshire. 
Volumes 105-107, 1953- 1955. 
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